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Across 
1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  
4  ‘He stretches out the heavens like a 
— , and spreads them out like a tent to 
live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)  
7  What the dove carried the olive leaf 
in, when it returned to Noah’s ark 
(Genesis 8:11) (4)  
8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  
9  Judah’s last king, who ended his 
days as a blind prisoner in Babylon 
(Jeremiah 52:11) (8)  
1 3  ‘ T h e y  a l l  —  a n d  w e r e 
satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)  
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so 
was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)  
17 National Association of Evangelicals 
(of the USA) (1,1,1) 
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, 
Auld — — (4,4)  
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  
25 The number of stones David chose 
for his confrontation with Goliath  
(1 Samuel 17:40) (4)  
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)  

The Bible version used is the NIV.  Answers will be published in the next edition.   

27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 

Down 

1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 
15:3) (4)  
2  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)  
3  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, 
in remembrance of me’ (1 
Corinthians 11:25) (5)  
4  A group assisting in the 
governance of the Roman 
Catholic Church (5)  
5  One of the gifts Joseph’s 
brothers took with them on 
their second journey to Egypt 
(Genesis 43:11) (4)  
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — 
into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2)  

10 Be outstandingly good  
(2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)  
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful 
of him, the son of man that you 
care for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)  
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles 
and Nehemiah (4)  
15 One of Israel’s northern towns 
conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 
15:20) (4)  
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)  
20 One of the two rivers in which 
Naaman would have preferred to 
wash (2 Kings 5:12) (5)  
21 Avarice—one of the evils that 
come from inside people  
(Mark 7:22) (5)  
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael 
and St George (1,1,1,1)  
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 
29:23) (4) 
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The Parish of Radyr  
www.parish.radyr.org.uk 
Registered Charity  No. 1132144  

   

The Reverend Canon Jenny Wigley (Rector) 
The Rectory, Rectory Close, Radyr CF15 8EW  

2084 2417 rector@radyr.org.uk 
 

Lay reader   
   Norman Clewer       2031 3373    

 
Lay minister for home communion 

Keena Baskerville   2056 9246 
 

Churchwardens 
  John Kiff   07710 172685   John.kiff@btinternet.com 
  Lorraine Rees   2055 4354       LSrees@btinternet.com  
    

Subwardens for Christ Church 
Rubina Davison 2084 3442 

Cathy Sloan 2084 2610 
 

Subwardens for St John’s Church 
                  Malcolm May  2055 2352    

    Pauline Parry  2021 9214   
    

Sunday and mid-week services 
 

Christ Church, Radyr  
 

 Sunday 8.00am  Holy Eucharist  
 

  11.00am  Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 
 

  6.00pm   Evening Prayer and Sermon  
    (fourth Sunday of the month Eucharist,  
    fifth Sunday of the month at St John’s) 
 

 Wednesday 9.30am  Holy Eucharist  
 

St John the Baptist, Danescourt 
 

 Sunday  9.15am  Holy Eucharist and Sunday School 
    (Family Eucharist first Sunday of the  
    month) 

  6.00pm  Sacred Spaces Café Church 
    (Fifth Sunday of the month) 
 

 Thursday 11.00am Holy Eucharist  
  

 

Arrangements may be made with the Rector for baptisms,  
weddings and the publication of banns of marriage.  23 

 

Parish activities 
 

   

 Sunday 9.15am  Sunday School, St John’s Church  
     Anne Jones     2055 4749 
   11.00am Sunday School, Christ Church  
     Julie Davies    2084 2923             
   6.00pm Whatever!  Christ Church  
     (first Sunday of month, term time) 

     Rector    2084 2417  
 

 Monday 2.00pm  Mothers’ Union, New School Rooms 
     (second Monday of month) 

     Nicky Webber   2084 3582 
     
 Tuesday 2.00pm Evergreens, Parish Hall    
     Doreen Thomas     2055 5634 
 
 Wednesday 10.00am  Parent & Toddler Group, Parish Hall  
            (term-time) Donna Wilson  07703 179090  
  
 

 Thursday 10.00am  Parent & Toddler Group, Parish Hall  
   (term-time) Donna Wilson  07703 179090    
   6.00pm Choir Practice, Christ Church    
     Pat Jones    2084 2813 
   7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice, Christ Church   
     Trevor Lewis   2033 9449 

 
Other useful contacts 

 

 PCC Secretary  Chris Dale   2084 4464    
 PCC Treasurer   Peter Umbleja   2084 3279  
 Building Committee  Derek Bateman  2084 2339                
 Gift Aid Secretary  Julie Davies   2084 2923   
 Safeguarding Officer  James Homer-Boyd  2084 3335 
            

 Parish News Editor  Lorraine Rees   2055 4354   
     LSrees@btinternet.com 
 
 Parish News Distribution Secretaries  
 Christ Church  Alun & Deb Redwood-Knight  2055 1195 
 St John’s Church     Malcolm May   2055 2352 
 

 Hall booking secretaries 

 New Schoolrooms, Radyr Nicky Webber    2084 3582 
     nsrbookings@radyr.org.uk       
 Parish Hall, Danescourt Mike Gill   2055 3209 
      mike.gill1@ntlworld.com 
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Solution to the crossword in the last edition.  

memories.  A day of homage to Radyr's glorious dead whose names 
were fittingly read aloud at the open air service around the War 
Memorial. 
 

But it was more than a day of memory; it was a day of endeavour, of 
new effort, of re-dedication of the living, that those whom we have 
lost awhile shall not have died in vain. 
 

PAROCHIAL NOTES 
 

We of Christ Church are proud to tender congratulations to Miss Nicola 
Howell, one of our church girls, who figured recently in a plucky 
rescue attempt at Lulworth Cove in Dorset.  Miss Howell, who already 
holds the Silver Medal for life-saving, made a determined effort to 
rescue a companion who had fallen into the sea from a cliff.  She dived 
repeatedly into the water but, alas, without success! 
 

    *  *  * 
A Christmas Carnival Dance will be held in the Church Rooms on 
Thursday 28th December. Music will be provided by the Keith Matthews' 
Quartet. Dancing from 8pm to 12 midnight.  Admission by ticket: price 
3s 6d including light refreshments. 

 

Parish News 
subscriptions  

 

If you have enjoyed reading this 
magazine, why not take out a 
subscription? Four issues a year 
for £2.50, delivered to your 
home (or collect from church). 
 
Please speak to Malcolm May at 
St John’s (2055 2352) or Alun & 
Deb Redwood-Knight at Christ 
Church (2055 1195). 
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The Rector writes: 
 
My dear friends 
 

The priest and poet John Donne wrote powerfully and persuasively 
about the interconnectedness of human life: ‘no man is an island’ is a 
phrase that has echoed down the centuries. Our hearts go out to the 
refugees fleeing war, and to the victims of terrorism. We are bound 
together by our common humanity. 
 

But as the Church prepares to celebrate Christmas, we see something 
even more profound that binds us one to another: the wonderful truth 
that God so loved the world that he gave his only Son. Jesus is God’s 
gift through whom we become children of God and heirs of eternal 
life. And the scriptures make it clear that we are to respond to that 
great generosity by acts of kindness and generosity of our own. ‘Shine 
as a light in the world’ is the command given to every Christian at 
their baptism. Those whose lives have been transformed by being 
made members of Christ’s family are called to transform the lives of 
others- to let their light shine in the darkest of places.  
 

So this Christmas, let us pray that the light of Christ may shine 
brightly in our hearts, our homes and most importantly, in our world. 
As the gospel reminds us: ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it’. 
 

Wishing you a blessed and peaceful Christmas.  
 

 

Jenny Wigley 
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Christmas Services 

Christ Church 
 

Sunday 20th December 
8am & 11am   
Holy Eucharist 
 
6pm Nine Lessons and Carols 
followed by refreshments 

                               
Thursday 24th December  
Christmas Eve   
      

4pm Carols Round the Crib and 
nativity play 
 

11pm  
First Eucharist of Christmas 
Midnight Mass 
 
Friday 25th December  
Christmas Day 
 

8am  Holy Eucharist  
a simple short service of Holy 
Communion 
 

11am Family Eucharist 
Holy Communion with Christmas 
carols. Bring along a toy or gift to 
show us and make us smile! 
 

Sunday 27th December  
11am Parish Eucharist 
No 8am or 6pm service  
 
Please note: no 9.30am service on 
Wednesday 29th December.  Services 
as usual on Sunday 3rd January. 

St John’s Church 
 

Friday 18th December    
6pm Carols round the Crib 
with Danescourt Christian 
Fellowship, followed by 
refreshments. 

 
Sunday 20th December  
9.15am  Family Eucharist 
 
Thursday 24th December 
Christmas Eve  
   

9pm First Eucharist of Christmas 
Holy Communion with carols 

 
Friday 25th December  
Christmas Day 
 

9:15am  Family Eucharist 
Bring along a toy or gift to show us 
and make us smile! 
 

Sunday 27th December  
11am Parish Eucharist at Christ 
Church. No 9.15am service. 
 

Please note: no 11.00am service on 
Thursday 31st December. Service as 
usual on Sunday 3rd January. 
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From the archives 
The following is an extract from the parish leaflet of  December 1950 

 
CHRISTMAS 

These words are surely among the most delightful to appear on any 
Christmas card. 

 
Count your garden by the flowers 

Never by the leaves that fall; 
Count your joys by golden hours 

Not by life's worries call; 
Count your nights by stars, not shadows 
Count your days by smiles, not tears; 

And on every Christmas morning 
Count your age by friends, not years. 

 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 1950 

Radyr shared with the Old Contemptibles of Cardiff on Remembrance 
Sunday 1950 a royal honour. 
 

‘His Majesty and the Queen greatly appreciate the kind and loyal 
message  which  the  Old  Contemptibles  of  Wales  send  them  on 
Remembrance Sunday. Please convey their Majesties’ thanks to all 
concerned on that memorable day.’ 
 

The voice was the voice of Padre W S Pontin, officially the Rector of 
Radyr, but Padre always to ex-servicemen in general and war veterans 
in particular; the gracious greeting came, as you have guessed, from 
King George VI and his Consort. Followed by another royal gesture on 
this memorable anniversary.   
 

‘I am commanded by Queen Mary to thank you for your message of  
loyal  greeting  on  behalf  of  the  Cardiff  Branch  of  the  Old 
Contemptibles' Association who are attending Divine Service at Christ 
Church, Radyr on 12th November.  Her Majesty is grateful to the 
members of your Branch for thinking of her on this occasion.’ 
 

Those messages from the King and Queen and from the Queen Mother, 
who is the titular head of the Old Contemptibles' Association, set the 
note for an observance which marked a red letter day in the history of 
Radyr........the  blessing,  by  the  Rector  and Rural  Dean,  of  the 
Association's King’s Colour.  It was a day of memory......a day of many 
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From the parish registers 
 

Holy Baptism 
 

Jack Ellery 
Teddy Lunn 

Born of water and of the spirit 
 

   Joined in Holy Matrimony 
 

Daniel Simmonds & Helen Gray 
 

      Joined together as one 
 

The faithful departed 
 

Jim Maxted 
Phillip Stokes 
Mary Wyatt 

 

 

May they rest in peace 

 

Dates for your diary  
 

 3rd January  Epiphany Sunday 

 24th January Sunday School Party 

 31st January  Christingle Service, Christ Church 11am     
    Sacred Spaces Café Church, St John's 6pm  
 

 9th February Shrove Tuesday Quiz, Christ Church 7.30pm 

 10th February Ash Wednesday 

 14th February First Sunday in Lent  
 

 4th March  Women’s World Day of Prayer Service 
    St John’s 7pm   

 6th March  Mothering Sunday 

 25th March   Good Friday 

 27th March  Easter Day 
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Christmas is coming  

 
The secular world has been 
getting  ready for Christmas for 
weeks before we begin that 
process in Church.  For 
Christians, this time is not just 
about turkey and tinsel, 
shopping and spending. It’s 
about getting ready to welcome 
Christ.  
 

In the early centuries, the 
Church marked Advent as a 
penitential season, like Lent; 
purple is still the colour of our 
vestments and frontals for both seasons. And with John the Baptist as 
the central figure in the readings for two of the four Sundays, it’s never 
going to be a frivolous time! But over the centuries, the emphasis has 
shifted from Advent penitence to Advent hope. 
 

In both churches we have the Advent ring, a great white candle 
surrounded by four red ones at Christ Church and four purple ones at St 
John’s. Many of you, like me, will have a smaller version of your own at 
home. Lighting a new candle each week gives the countdown to 
Christmas a more thoughtful, prayerful quality. And in these dark times, 
a hopeful quality too. 
 

Here is one way of using the candles in your prayers: 
 

Light a candle for the hope of peace: pray for peace in your own heart 
and between communities.... nations....faiths.  
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come. 
 

Light a candle for the hope of justice: pray for those who are 
oppressed, and for those who are denied dignity and freedom because 
of who they are or what they believe.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Light a candle for the hope of forgiveness: remember something for 
which you need to be forgiven, or someone whom you need to forgive.  
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

continued overleaf  
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Light a candle for the hope of joy: remember all those who will be 
apart from their loved ones at Christmas, and pray that we may be 
those who bring comfort and joy to others.  
Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. 
 

On Christmas morning, light the white candle in the centre: thank 
God for his love in sending his Son to be the Light of the World, and 
pray for grace that his light and love will shine in your own heart today.  
For ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Jenny Wigley 

Could you help to distribute Parish News?  
 

We have a fabulous team of people who deliver our Parish magazine, 
to whom we are very grateful and we would like to thank them all. 
Unfortunately, one of our team has, reluctantly, had to give up her 
round after many years, so we are currently looking for someone who 
would be able to deliver around 15 magazines on Dan y Bryn Avenue in 
Radyr.  
 

Do you walk your dog around that area anyway? Or maybe, you often 
walk that way?  We would need you to deliver the magazine four times 
a year and then collect the subscription money once a year.  
 

If you think you would be able to help, please contact either Alun or 
Deb Redwood-Knight on 2055 1195. 

Parish Gift Day 2015 

For the second year running, the purpose of our Gift Day was to raise 
funds to decorate the interiors of both our churches. The approximate 
cost of this work is around £20,000. I am pleased to announce that the 
total amount raised this year is £4,776. If we add the Gift Aid tax 
reclaim, it brings the total to around £5,883.  This is a significant 
increase on last year’s total of £4,356. The wardens and I would like 
to thank everyone who gave so generously. 
 

 

Peter Umbleja  
Parish Treasurer 
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step and accepting through faith that he himself is not the all-powerful 
one that can grant forgiveness. This may only be granted through the 
authority of God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ, who atoned for our 
sins through his death on the cross. Hopefully one day, through true 
faith, this man will be able to overcome this stubborn and painful 
obstacle in his mind and be able to see and accept the true significance 
of Christ’s sacrifice for humanity’s sake that Easter a long time ago. 
 
This is an extreme case, but we all need to be aware of forgiveness, 
giving and accepting it, and of turning the other cheek. By the same 
token, we must accept forgiveness or an apology with genuine good 
grace and not say something like, ‘I told you so’. We must also clarify in 
our minds the difference between forgetting and forgiving. It may be 
very difficult or even impossible to forget a past hurtful episode, but, 
difficult as it may be, we have  been given the ability to forgive through 
the ultimate example of forgiveness when Jesus on the Cross said to His 
Father ‘Forgive them, for they know not what they do’.   
 
Harbouring guilt and hatefulness by refusing to forgive will harm us 
more in the end than the one it is directed at, and such hardness of 
heart can cause unnecessary unhappiness which may well go on to 
destroy us. Forgiveness can be an amazing healing gift to both the 
recipient and to oneself. Hence, what a wonderful Christmas present to 
give and to receive. 
 
The gift of forgiveness to all of us through that baby boy born around 
2,000 years ago puts all other gifts, however exotic and expensive they 
may be, into perspective and so we rejoice and celebrate Christ’s birth, 
not only on Christmas Day but also throughout the year. 
 
Nadolig Llawen—A very Happy Christmas to you all. 
 
Heddwyn Richards 
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It is Christmas time once more, a time to commemorate the greatest 
gift ever given to humankind – the baby Jesus. We symbolically 
commemorate this by giving gifts to one another and attending church 
to share with fellow Christians the joy of thanksgiving for God’s gift. 
 
Jesus grew up to become a great teacher and healer, and explained to 
us that loving one another unconditionally is the greatest and most 
powerful gift that exists. In the end, to get the message across, he had 
to give up his own life for sinners such as ourselves. ‘God so loved the 
world that He gave His Only Begotten Son so that whosoever believeth 
in Him shall have everlasting life.’ Provided we have true faith and are 
genuinely remorseful for our misdoings, we will always have God’s 
unconditional forgiveness available to us. 
 
The woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears received a stream 
of love as her sins were forgiven, and this made the religiously-proud 
indignant. The Pharisees, religious, self-righteous and the proud in 
Jesus’ day as well as ours, would receive rivers of living water if they 
saw the depth of their own depravity and need. But pride makes us 
blind.’ Luke, Chapter 7. 
 
This may seem straightforward enough, but there are some people who 
very sincerely regret their misdoings, yet find themselves unable to 
accept God’s forgiveness. A BBC Radio 4 programme Something 
Understood featured a man who had spent twenty years in prison after 
committing two murders and other serious offences.  Whilst in prison, 
with the help of a priest and a psychologist, he managed to turn his life 
around. He studied for GCSEs and eventually gained a degree. He is now 
employed by one of the major national newspapers. 
 

Contrite and genuinely remorseful as he is, showing great concern for 

his victims and their families who will suffer for the rest of their lives, 

he is unable to accept that he can have God’s forgiveness through Jesus 

Christ. He is now unwittingly still a prisoner of his own wilfulness, and 

this very powerful ego stubbornly prevents him from taking that final  

Christmas—give the present of forgiveness 
 

‘To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover the prisoner was you.’ 

A reflection by Heddwyn Richards 
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Festive fun at Get Ready for Christmas  
 

Our annual ‘Get Ready for 
Christmas’ event at Christ 
Church on 28 November was a 
fantastic success. People 
braved the torrential rain and 
wind and came along to browse 
the stalls, buy gifts, books, 
raffle tickets, cakes, preserves, 
and to tuck in to hot turkey 
rolls, mulled wine, and mince 
pies.  
 

The perennially-popular Paddy 
the Clown went down a treat 
with the children, who also 
enjoyed making Christmas 
c r a f t s  and  dec o ra t i ng 
gingerbread biscuits. 
 

Sincere thanks to everyone 
from both churches who gave 
their time to make, bake and 
donate items, and run the stalls 
and activities.  Special thanks 
must go to Rubina Davison, who 
brilliantly coordinated the 
whole event. We beat all 
previous records and raised 
over £3,200! 
 

Grand Christmas Prize Draw 
Winners: 
 

1st Prize Two tickets for 
Shrek the Musical Val Convery 
 

2nd Prize Luxury Christmas 
hamper Liz Davies 
 

3rd Prize £25 voucher for 
Ener-chi health and beauty 
salon—Liz (ticket no. 885). 
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Operation Christmas Child 2015 

Once more there was an 
outstanding response to the 
shoebox appeal from the Parish of 
Radyr. 273 boxes were donated, 
including those presented during 
the services at Christ Church and 
St John’s on 15th November, and 
many others delivered to my house 
beforehand. What a sight they 
made! A coloured patchwork wall 
devoted to spreading love, joy and 
hope at Christmas to children living in war-torn regions or areas of 
desperate poverty. 
 

Everyone had thought most 
carefully about the contents and 
we can be assured they will bring 
great happiness to children in 
Eastern Europe, many parts of 
Africa and hopefully this year some 
refugee camps. 
 

You are all to be thanked most 
sincerely: the congregations at 
Christ Church and St John's, Radyr 
& Morganstown WI, Ladies of Radyr 
Golf Club, Radyr Parish Music Group, Rhiwbina French class, Bryn Deri 
School, Gill Davies, Hilary Kitcher, Marion John, Maureen Edmund, 
The Wives Register, Rose King, Marilyn Morgan and everyone who gave 
donations.  
 

Tony McCarthy, our local 
collection organizer, joined us at 
Christ Church this year. After the 
service, both young and old 
formed a chain to move the boxes 
from the altar to the van parked 
at the gate. It was fairly speedy 
and very noisy! 
 

 

Anne-Marie Phillips 
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At our meeting in October, we welcomed Rev Alan Tyler who is the 
senior Chaplain in the local hospitals. He gave a very interesting talk 
on the work of a Hospital Chaplain. He said that as well as caring for 
the patients, they also support the staff in the hospitals. He 
encouraged everyone to contact the Chaplaincy Centre if they had a 
friend or relative in hospital. He mentioned that some MU branches 
provided toiletry packs for patients who were admitted in emergency 
situations and also ‘Angel Pockets’ for babies who had died pre-term. 
We hope to be able to become involved in providing these much-
needed items in the new year. 
 

In November, Rubina Davison led us in singing our favourite Christmas 
carols. We sang all or part of nine carols and Rubina had worked hard 
to find out something about each of them. Every carol had been 
selected by a member and we heard why they had been chosen. We 
were also busy making and collecting items for the stalls that we ran 
at the ‘Get Ready for Christmas’ event. 
   
Between now and Christmas we shall be attending the MU Diocesan 
Advent Carol Service at St John’s Church in The Hayes, having our 
Christmas Lunch at St Michael’s College, and also buying Christmas 
presents for the children and mothers who live in the accommodation 
at the Hafan Project in Ely. 
 

I am delighted to report that our number of members is steadily 
increasing and I hope that this trend will continue. On 11th January we 
shall be having a talk about the work of Street Pastors. Also, in early 
2016 we shall be holding a Coffee Morning in aid of the Mothers’ Union 
Big Wheels Appeal. The money that we raise from this will help 
people, at home and abroad, who are refugees, survivors of abuse or 
living in poverty. 
 

Our meetings are held on the second Monday of each month beginning 
at 2pm with a short service in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church. We 
are always pleased to welcome anyone who would like to join us at our 
meetings, so why not come along? If you would appreciate any more 
information please give me a ring on 2084 3582. 
 
Nicky Webber    
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We continue to make progress although there is not a lot of ‘headline 
news’ to tell you about on this occasion.  That is good as it means we 
are keeping on top of repairs and regular maintenance, much of which 
is done by volunteer labour. 
 

The work required as a result of our permanent wiring check 
(mentioned in the last report) has been completed.  Primarily that 
means that both halls are properly secured against faulty equipment, 
shorts, etc.  At the same time we have fitted heaters in the toilets in 
the Parish Hall.  At the time of writing we are also installing smoke and 
heat detectors in the halls.  None of this makes the buildings better to 
use but it does make them safer – an important part of our brief. 
      
We have been working hard in developing the application for a grant 
for a new kitchen in the Parish Hall.  The project has been expanded 
to include new lighting, flooring, windows, extraction system, etc as 
we thought there was no point in having a lovely kitchen in a tatty 
room.  We will submit the application soon but, if we get the grant, 
the work will not be done until next summer as the kitchen will have 
to be taken out of use for at least two weeks. 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Gift Day appeal towards 
the redecoration of our churches.  We completed the decoration of St 
John’s this year, and hope to start the work at Christ Church in 2016.  
As mentioned before, it is an expensive job, so please do continue 
contributing if you feel able to: we may have to spread the work over 
two years.   
 

Have a wonderful Christmas and let us know if you see anything amiss.  
 
 

Nick Hawkins      
029 2084 2561    
HawkinsNick@msn.com    

Caring for our buildings 
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Are you interested in helping someone through their journey of faith? 
 

Have you attended any Living Faith courses and would like to explore 
further? 
 

If so, then this course may be for you. 
 
The course is designed as a gentle exploration of spiritual 
accompaniment. Over 11 sessions it covers aspects of spiritual life and 
the struggles we all face.  The course is open to all, although you may 
find it helpful to have taken part in the first module of Living Faith –
Spirituality and Prayer. 
   
The course is lead by the Llandaff Diocesan Spirituality Group and 
starts on 10th September 2016 (10am – 3pm) continuing every second 
Saturday. It will be held at The Diocesan Office, Coychurch, Bridgend.  
The fee is £110.00 (non-refundable). 
 
Sessions will include:  
 

 What is spiritual accompaniment? 
 Confidentiality 
 Know yourself 
 Listening skills 
 Challenges of prayer 
 Exploring creative skills 
 Young People 
 Suffering and Pain 
 Sustaining Prayer 
 Bereavement & Ageing   
 
 
For further information, or to book a place please contact the Revd 
Moira Spence tybara@btinternet.com 01656 881960 
 

 
 

Exploring spiritual accompaniment 
Are you being called? 

mailto:HawkinsNick@msn.com
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I was born with congenital heart 
disease and was briefly an 
international child celebrity 
known as the Little Welsh Heart 
Girl. I underwent major surgery 
by Prof Christiaan Barnard in 
Cape Town and haven't looked 
back since. I grew up in 
Pontyclun, and after leaving 
school, went to the University of 
Sheffield to read Biblical 
Studies.  
 
Although I was baptised into the 
Anglican Church, I attended a 
Presbyterian chapel in Pontyclun 
as a child and became 
increasingly active as I grew up; 
teaching in the Sunday School, 
attending conferences and so on.  
 

It was during such a conference that I first felt a calling to ministry 
(even though at this point I was in the Presbyterian church and the 
Anglican church hadn't begun to ordain women). I had been praying 
over what I should do with my future when I had a sense that I should 
go into ministry. I prayed for clarity and then went off to dinner. As I 
was standing in the queue, a minister (not someone I knew) tapped me 
on the shoulder, apologised for what he was about to say and then 
asked if I'd ever thought about going into the ministry. I was amazed 
and terrified at the same time, so decided to ignore it and then went 
off to university and thought no more about it for quite a long time.  
 
It was at university that I began to attend Anglican churches,  
discovering liturgy for the first time and loving the way that the 
Eucharist is celebrated. It was also whilst I was at university that I met 
my husband, Phil. I stayed in Sheffield after finishing my degree and got 
a job as a Publicity Assistant at Sheffield Newspapers, which I loved. 
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We also had a large 
display of items for 
the Food Bank 
which had been 
generously donated 
by worshippers. 
 
St John’s was open 
on the Saturday 
afternoon and local 
p e o p l e  w e r e 
invited in to view 
the displays, enjoy 
a cup of tea or 
coffee and cake 
and donate an item 
for the Foodbank.  
A great deal of 
i n t e r e s t  w a s 
created and we saw 
both new and more 
familiar faces in 
church. 
 

Sunday morning‘s 
Harvest Festival 
was full, with the 
congregation giving 
their donations to 
the Foodbank and 
e n j o y i n g  t h e 
Service.   
 
A number of us 

then visited Christ Church for their moving and thoughtful evening 
service followed by a superb Harvest supper. 
 

We delivered over 90kg to the Foodbank and upon reflection, covered 
all the Seven Sacred Spaces in one event.  Everyone enjoyed the 
Festival and we send a big thank you to all the team involved. 
 

Ann May 
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Harvest Festival Celebrations at St John’s  

Following the recent redecoration of St 
John’s, it was decided to celebrate with a 
special event.  Harvest lent itself to this 
event, so a small team put plans into place 
which involved opening the church on the 
weekend of 3rd and 4th October, decorating 
it with Harvest displays and linking in with 
the Cardiff Foodbank. 
 
St John’s congregation rose to the challenge 
and volunteers came forward to help with 
the variety of tasks.  We linked in with both 
the Evergreens and the Mother and Toddler 
Group, and the Sunday School gave good 
support.  A leaflet drop around Danescourt 
was organised and notices displayed.   
 
An expanded team 
decorated the church 
on Friday evening and 
Saturday morning and 
a most impressive 
display was soon 
achieved.   
 
We had pineapples, 
onions, leeks and 
potatoes as well as 
more unusually, bags 
of fertiliser, garden 
t o o l s  a n d  a 
scarecrow!  We had 
wheat and sunflowers 
as well as more 
conventional roses, 
g e r b e r a s  a n d 
chrysanthemums.  
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eventually married, we moved back to Wales where we settled and had 
two children. I studied for a Masters degree in Literature with the Open 
University and, having given up my job to return to Wales, eventually 
went to work for an NHS organisation as a conference administrator.  
 

I soon moved on within the organisation to co-ordinate multi-
disciplinary events throughout Wales whilst also taking on the 
editorship of their newsletter, and eventually became the 
Communications Manager until I gave up in 2006 due to family reasons.  
 
Although this was a busy and enjoyable time, it was also a time when I 
felt that I was in a spiritual desert. I no longer felt at home in the 
Presbyterian Church and it took a long time to find a place where I felt 
at home and this was in the Parish of Llantrisant. Over time, I began to 
feel that sense of calling emerge again and so, very tentatively, began 
to test it out.  
 
I started training at St Michael's College in September 2014 and have 
been really fortunate with both of my placements - last year at the 
Church of the Resurrection in Ely and now of course, in Radyr. I also 
spent a month in the summer on placement in hospital chaplaincy at 
the Royal Glamorgan Hospital. I think if you ask any student at St Mike's 
what the best aspect of training is, you'd get the same reply - 
placements! Placements are where life happens in all its fullness, and 
so as students, we get to experience so many different things and meet 
so many people in such different situations.  
 
I'm due to be ordained in June next year. In my spare time I enjoy 
gardening and walking. Two years ago, we walked Hadrian's Wall, which 
was great and I'm really looking forward to walking St Oswald's Way 
next.  
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Once again the children excelled themselves singing and reading at the 
Harvest Festival Service.  They explained how Christian Aid had been 
able to support communities in one of the driest places on earth, the 
Dogon Plateau in Mali.  Rain is scarce and droughts have become more 
frequent.  However, by providing women with seeds, tools and 
training, they have been able to set up market gardens with low stone 
walls and irrigation channels. The gardens are flourishing and produce 
sufficient food for the community; the surplus is sold in local markets, 
enabling families to pay for clothing, medicines and an education for 
the children.   
 

We successfully re-introduced the crèche for pre-school children in 
September: the younger children are now enjoying listening to Bible 
stories and taking part in craft activities, whilst the youngest can play 
or crawl around and explore their surroundings.   
 

The children were busy filling shoeboxes which were brought to church 
on Shoebox Sunday. Rehearsals are now well underway for the Crib 
Service on Christmas Eve.  Last year we experimented with an earlier 
start time of 4pm, which proved to be very successful.  The children 
will also be singing a carol at the service of Nine Lessons and Carols on 
20th December. 
 

With such a busy time in December, the children are all looking 
forward to joining with members from St John’s Sunday School at our 
party on 24th January.  
 
We’d love you to come along and join in the fun learning about how 
much Jesus loves us.  We meet 
every Sunday in term time at 11am 
for an hour: ages 0 to 11 years 
(Youth Group for 11 years and 
over). 
 

Julie Davies   2084 2923 

Christ Church Sunday School 
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St John’s Sunday School 

We have had a lovely term with some special services and the Sunday 
School band. The children accompany the final hymn on a number of 
instruments which makes a very joyful end to the service.  
 

As usual the children have been creative in the lessons. Among other 
things, they have made crowns to learn about Jesus our servant King 
and lovely collages of Daniel's dream of Jesus on his golden throne. On 
Remembrance Sunday the children made beautiful poppies and when 
we kept our minute’s silence they didn't breath a whisper. 
 

On Shoebox Sunday both children and grown ups took shoeboxes to the 
altar where they made a beautiful display. In their lesson the children 
had been learning that love lasts forever and they made sparkling 
hearts. The shoeboxes are a great way to share Jesus’ love with 
children whose lives are so much harder than ours. 
 

Now of course we have Christmas to look forward to, beginning with 
Christingle on December 6th. The children have been busy colouring 
their Christmas trees and this lovely service always gets me into the 
mood for Christmas. We break up on December 13th but there are still 
plenty of Christmas services to attend, including Carols Around the Crib 
on December 18th with our friends from Danescourt Christian 
Fellowship. Jenny relies on help from the children in this service, so I 
hope to see you there. 
 

Sunday School meets at 9.15am in term time in St John's parish hall. We 
would love to see you in our lessons and at our Christmas services.  We 
wish every one a very MERRY CHRISTMAS. 
 

Anne Jones     
2055 4749  
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I was born with congenital heart 
disease and was briefly an 
international child celebrity 
known as the Little Welsh Heart 
Girl. I underwent major surgery 
by Prof Christiaan Barnard in 
Cape Town and haven't looked 
back since. I grew up in 
Pontyclun, and after leaving 
school, went to the University of 
Sheffield to read Biblical 
Studies.  
 
Although I was baptised into the 
Anglican Church, I attended a 
Presbyterian chapel in Pontyclun 
as a child and became 
increasingly active as I grew up; 
teaching in the Sunday School, 
attending conferences and so on.  
 

It was during such a conference that I first felt a calling to ministry 
(even though at this point I was in the Presbyterian church and the 
Anglican church hadn't begun to ordain women). I had been praying 
over what I should do with my future when I had a sense that I should 
go into ministry. I prayed for clarity and then went off to dinner. As I 
was standing in the queue, a minister (not someone I knew) tapped me 
on the shoulder, apologised for what he was about to say and then 
asked if I'd ever thought about going into the ministry. I was amazed 
and terrified at the same time, so decided to ignore it and then went 
off to university and thought no more about it for quite a long time.  
 
It was at university that I began to attend Anglican churches,  
discovering liturgy for the first time and loving the way that the 
Eucharist is celebrated. It was also whilst I was at university that I met 
my husband, Phil. I stayed in Sheffield after finishing my degree and got 
a job as a Publicity Assistant at Sheffield Newspapers, which I loved. 
However, I had also begun to be homesick, so when Phil and I 

Face to Face with Suzanne Brumwell 

Suzanne is the ordinand on placement in the parish 
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We also had a large 
display of items for 
the Food Bank 
which had been 
generously donated 
by worshippers. 
 
St John’s was open 
on the Saturday 
afternoon and local 
p e o p l e  w e r e 
invited in to view 
the displays, enjoy 
a cup of tea or 
coffee and cake 
and donate an item 
for the Foodbank.  
A great deal of 
i n t e r e s t  w a s 
created and we saw 
both new and more 
familiar faces in 
church. 
 

Sunday morning‘s 
Harvest Festival 
was full, with the 
congregation giving 
their donations to 
the Foodbank and 
e n j o y i n g  t h e 
Service.   
 
A number of us 

then visited Christ Church for their moving and thoughtful evening 
service followed by a superb Harvest supper. 
 

We delivered over 90kg to the Foodbank and upon reflection, covered 
all the Seven Sacred Spaces in one event.  Everyone enjoyed the 
Festival and we send a big thank you to all the team involved. 
 

Ann May 
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We continue to make progress although there is not a lot of ‘headline 
news’ to tell you about on this occasion.  That is good as it means we 
are keeping on top of repairs and regular maintenance, much of which 
is done by volunteer labour. 
 

The work required as a result of our permanent wiring check 
(mentioned in the last report) has been completed.  Primarily that 
means that both halls are properly secured against faulty equipment, 
shorts, etc.  At the same time we have fitted heaters in the toilets in 
the Parish Hall.  At the time of writing we are also installing smoke and 
heat detectors in the halls.  None of this makes the buildings better to 
use but it does make them safer – an important part of our brief. 
      
We have been working hard in developing the application for a grant 
for a new kitchen in the Parish Hall.  The project has been expanded 
to include new lighting, flooring, windows, extraction system, etc as 
we thought there was no point in having a lovely kitchen in a tatty 
room.  We will submit the application soon but, if we get the grant, 
the work will not be done until next summer as the kitchen will have 
to be taken out of use for at least two weeks. 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Gift Day appeal towards 
the redecoration of our churches.  We completed the decoration of St 
John’s this year, and hope to start the work at Christ Church in 2016.  
As mentioned before, it is an expensive job, so please do continue 
contributing if you feel able to: we may have to spread the work over 
two years.   
 

Have a wonderful Christmas and let us know if you see anything amiss.  
 
 

Nick Hawkins      
029 2084 2561    
HawkinsNick@msn.com    

Caring for our buildings 
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Are you interested in helping someone through their journey of faith? 
 

Have you attended any Living Faith courses and would like to explore 
further? 
 

If so, then this course may be for you. 
 
The course is designed as a gentle exploration of spiritual 
accompaniment. Over 11 sessions it covers aspects of spiritual life and 
the struggles we all face.  The course is open to all, although you may 
find it helpful to have taken part in the first module of Living Faith –
Spirituality and Prayer. 
   
The course is lead by the Llandaff Diocesan Spirituality Group and 
starts on 10th September 2016 (10am – 3pm) continuing every second 
Saturday. It will be held at The Diocesan Office, Coychurch, Bridgend.  
The fee is £110.00 (non-refundable). 
 
Sessions will include:  
 

 What is spiritual accompaniment? 
 Confidentiality 
 Know yourself 
 Listening skills 
 Challenges of prayer 
 Exploring creative skills 
 Young People 
 Suffering and Pain 
 Sustaining Prayer 
 Bereavement & Ageing   
 
 
For further information, or to book a place please contact the Revd 
Moira Spence tybara@btinternet.com 01656 881960 
 

 
 

Exploring spiritual accompaniment 
Are you being called? 

mailto:HawkinsNick@msn.com
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Operation Christmas Child 2015 

Once more there was an 
outstanding response to the 
shoebox appeal from the Parish of 
Radyr. 273 boxes were donated, 
including those presented during 
the services at Christ Church and 
St John’s on 15th November, and 
many others delivered to my house 
beforehand. What a sight they 
made! A coloured patchwork wall 
devoted to spreading love, joy and 
hope at Christmas to children living in war-torn regions or areas of 
desperate poverty. 
 

Everyone had thought most 
carefully about the contents and 
we can be assured they will bring 
great happiness to children in 
Eastern Europe, many parts of 
Africa and hopefully this year some 
refugee camps. 
 

You are all to be thanked most 
sincerely: the congregations at 
Christ Church and St John's, Radyr 
& Morganstown WI, Ladies of Radyr 
Golf Club, Radyr Parish Music Group, Rhiwbina French class, Bryn Deri 
School, Gill Davies, Hilary Kitcher, Marion John, Maureen Edmund, 
The Wives Register, Rose King, Marilyn Morgan and everyone who gave 
donations.  
 

Tony McCarthy, our local 
collection organizer, joined us at 
Christ Church this year. After the 
service, both young and old 
formed a chain to move the boxes 
from the altar to the van parked 
at the gate. It was fairly speedy 
and very noisy! 
 

 

Anne-Marie Phillips 

17 

 

At our meeting in October, we welcomed Rev Alan Tyler who is the 
senior Chaplain in the local hospitals. He gave a very interesting talk 
on the work of a Hospital Chaplain. He said that as well as caring for 
the patients, they also support the staff in the hospitals. He 
encouraged everyone to contact the Chaplaincy Centre if they had a 
friend or relative in hospital. He mentioned that some MU branches 
provided toiletry packs for patients who were admitted in emergency 
situations and also ‘Angel Pockets’ for babies who had died pre-term. 
We hope to be able to become involved in providing these much-
needed items in the new year. 
 

In November, Rubina Davison led us in singing our favourite Christmas 
carols. We sang all or part of nine carols and Rubina had worked hard 
to find out something about each of them. Every carol had been 
selected by a member and we heard why they had been chosen. We 
were also busy making and collecting items for the stalls that we ran 
at the ‘Get Ready for Christmas’ event. 
   
Between now and Christmas we shall be attending the MU Diocesan 
Advent Carol Service at St John’s Church in The Hayes, having our 
Christmas Lunch at St Michael’s College, and also buying Christmas 
presents for the children and mothers who live in the accommodation 
at the Hafan Project in Ely. 
 

I am delighted to report that our number of members is steadily 
increasing and I hope that this trend will continue. On 11th January we 
shall be having a talk about the work of Street Pastors. Also, in early 
2016 we shall be holding a Coffee Morning in aid of the Mothers’ Union 
Big Wheels Appeal. The money that we raise from this will help 
people, at home and abroad, who are refugees, survivors of abuse or 
living in poverty. 
 

Our meetings are held on the second Monday of each month beginning 
at 2pm with a short service in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church. We 
are always pleased to welcome anyone who would like to join us at our 
meetings, so why not come along? If you would appreciate any more 
information please give me a ring on 2084 3582. 
 
Nicky Webber    
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It is Christmas time once more, a time to commemorate the greatest 
gift ever given to humankind – the baby Jesus. We symbolically 
commemorate this by giving gifts to one another and attending church 
to share with fellow Christians the joy of thanksgiving for God’s gift. 
 
Jesus grew up to become a great teacher and healer, and explained to 
us that loving one another unconditionally is the greatest and most 
powerful gift that exists. In the end, to get the message across, he had 
to give up his own life for sinners such as ourselves. ‘God so loved the 
world that He gave His Only Begotten Son so that whosoever believeth 
in Him shall have everlasting life.’ Provided we have true faith and are 
genuinely remorseful for our misdoings, we will always have God’s 
unconditional forgiveness available to us. 
 
The woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears received a stream 
of love as her sins were forgiven, and this made the religiously-proud 
indignant. The Pharisees, religious, self-righteous and the proud in 
Jesus’ day as well as ours, would receive rivers of living water if they 
saw the depth of their own depravity and need. But pride makes us 
blind.’ Luke, Chapter 7. 
 
This may seem straightforward enough, but there are some people who 
very sincerely regret their misdoings, yet find themselves unable to 
accept God’s forgiveness. A BBC Radio 4 programme Something 
Understood featured a man who had spent twenty years in prison after 
committing two murders and other serious offences.  Whilst in prison, 
with the help of a priest and a psychologist, he managed to turn his life 
around. He studied for GCSEs and eventually gained a degree. He is now 
employed by one of the major national newspapers. 
 

Contrite and genuinely remorseful as he is, showing great concern for 

his victims and their families who will suffer for the rest of their lives, 

he is unable to accept that he can have God’s forgiveness through Jesus 

Christ. He is now unwittingly still a prisoner of his own wilfulness, and 

this very powerful ego stubbornly prevents him from taking that final  

Christmas—give the present of forgiveness 
 

‘To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover the prisoner was you.’ 

A reflection by Heddwyn Richards 
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Festive fun at Get Ready for Christmas  
 

Our annual ‘Get Ready for 
Christmas’ event at Christ 
Church on 28 November was a 
fantastic success. People 
braved the torrential rain and 
wind and came along to browse 
the stalls, buy gifts, books, 
raffle tickets, cakes, preserves, 
and to tuck in to hot turkey 
rolls, mulled wine, and mince 
pies.  
 

The perennially-popular Paddy 
the Clown went down a treat 
with the children, who also 
enjoyed making Christmas 
c r a f t s  and  dec o ra t i ng 
gingerbread biscuits. 
 

Sincere thanks to everyone 
from both churches who gave 
their time to make, bake and 
donate items, and run the stalls 
and activities.  Special thanks 
must go to Rubina Davison, who 
brilliantly coordinated the 
whole event. We beat all 
previous records and raised 
over £3,200! 
 

Grand Christmas Prize Draw 
Winners: 
 

1st Prize Two tickets for 
Shrek the Musical Val Convery 
 

2nd Prize Luxury Christmas 
hamper Liz Davies 
 

3rd Prize £25 voucher for 
Ener-chi health and beauty 
salon—Liz (ticket no. 885). 
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Light a candle for the hope of joy: remember all those who will be 
apart from their loved ones at Christmas, and pray that we may be 
those who bring comfort and joy to others.  
Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. 
 

On Christmas morning, light the white candle in the centre: thank 
God for his love in sending his Son to be the Light of the World, and 
pray for grace that his light and love will shine in your own heart today.  
For ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Jenny Wigley 

Could you help to distribute Parish News?  
 

We have a fabulous team of people who deliver our Parish magazine, 
to whom we are very grateful and we would like to thank them all. 
Unfortunately, one of our team has, reluctantly, had to give up her 
round after many years, so we are currently looking for someone who 
would be able to deliver around 15 magazines on Dan y Bryn Avenue in 
Radyr.  
 

Do you walk your dog around that area anyway? Or maybe, you often 
walk that way?  We would need you to deliver the magazine four times 
a year and then collect the subscription money once a year.  
 

If you think you would be able to help, please contact either Alun or 
Deb Redwood-Knight on 2055 1195. 

Parish Gift Day 2015 

For the second year running, the purpose of our Gift Day was to raise 
funds to decorate the interiors of both our churches. The approximate 
cost of this work is around £20,000. I am pleased to announce that the 
total amount raised this year is £4,776. If we add the Gift Aid tax 
reclaim, it brings the total to around £5,883.  This is a significant 
increase on last year’s total of £4,356. The wardens and I would like 
to thank everyone who gave so generously. 
 

 

Peter Umbleja  
Parish Treasurer 
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step and accepting through faith that he himself is not the all-powerful 
one that can grant forgiveness. This may only be granted through the 
authority of God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ, who atoned for our 
sins through his death on the cross. Hopefully one day, through true 
faith, this man will be able to overcome this stubborn and painful 
obstacle in his mind and be able to see and accept the true significance 
of Christ’s sacrifice for humanity’s sake that Easter a long time ago. 
 
This is an extreme case, but we all need to be aware of forgiveness, 
giving and accepting it, and of turning the other cheek. By the same 
token, we must accept forgiveness or an apology with genuine good 
grace and not say something like, ‘I told you so’. We must also clarify in 
our minds the difference between forgetting and forgiving. It may be 
very difficult or even impossible to forget a past hurtful episode, but, 
difficult as it may be, we have  been given the ability to forgive through 
the ultimate example of forgiveness when Jesus on the Cross said to His 
Father ‘Forgive them, for they know not what they do’.   
 
Harbouring guilt and hatefulness by refusing to forgive will harm us 
more in the end than the one it is directed at, and such hardness of 
heart can cause unnecessary unhappiness which may well go on to 
destroy us. Forgiveness can be an amazing healing gift to both the 
recipient and to oneself. Hence, what a wonderful Christmas present to 
give and to receive. 
 
The gift of forgiveness to all of us through that baby boy born around 
2,000 years ago puts all other gifts, however exotic and expensive they 
may be, into perspective and so we rejoice and celebrate Christ’s birth, 
not only on Christmas Day but also throughout the year. 
 
Nadolig Llawen—A very Happy Christmas to you all. 
 
Heddwyn Richards 
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From the parish registers 
 

Holy Baptism 
 

Jack Ellery 
Teddy Lunn 

Born of water and of the spirit 
 

   Joined in Holy Matrimony 
 

Daniel Simmonds & Helen Gray 
 

      Joined together as one 
 

The faithful departed 
 

Jim Maxted 
Phillip Stokes 
Mary Wyatt 

 

 

May they rest in peace 

 

Dates for your diary  
 

 3rd January  Epiphany Sunday 

 24th January Sunday School Party 

 31st January  Christingle Service, Christ Church 11am     
    Sacred Spaces Café Church, St John's 6pm  
 

 9th February Shrove Tuesday Quiz, Christ Church 7.30pm 

 10th February Ash Wednesday 

 14th February First Sunday in Lent  
 

 4th March  Women’s World Day of Prayer Service 
    St John’s 7pm   

 6th March  Mothering Sunday 

 25th March   Good Friday 

 27th March  Easter Day 
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Christmas is coming  

 
The secular world has been 
getting  ready for Christmas for 
weeks before we begin that 
process in Church.  For 
Christians, this time is not just 
about turkey and tinsel, 
shopping and spending. It’s 
about getting ready to welcome 
Christ.  
 

In the early centuries, the 
Church marked Advent as a 
penitential season, like Lent; 
purple is still the colour of our 
vestments and frontals for both seasons. And with John the Baptist as 
the central figure in the readings for two of the four Sundays, it’s never 
going to be a frivolous time! But over the centuries, the emphasis has 
shifted from Advent penitence to Advent hope. 
 

In both churches we have the Advent ring, a great white candle 
surrounded by four red ones at Christ Church and four purple ones at St 
John’s. Many of you, like me, will have a smaller version of your own at 
home. Lighting a new candle each week gives the countdown to 
Christmas a more thoughtful, prayerful quality. And in these dark times, 
a hopeful quality too. 
 

Here is one way of using the candles in your prayers: 
 

Light a candle for the hope of peace: pray for peace in your own heart 
and between communities.... nations....faiths.  
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come. 
 

Light a candle for the hope of justice: pray for those who are 
oppressed, and for those who are denied dignity and freedom because 
of who they are or what they believe.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Light a candle for the hope of forgiveness: remember something for 
which you need to be forgiven, or someone whom you need to forgive.  
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

continued overleaf  
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Christmas Services 

Christ Church 
 

Sunday 20th December 
8am & 11am   
Holy Eucharist 
 
6pm Nine Lessons and Carols 
followed by refreshments 

                               
Thursday 24th December  
Christmas Eve   
      

4pm Carols Round the Crib and 
nativity play 
 

11pm  
First Eucharist of Christmas 
Midnight Mass 
 
Friday 25th December  
Christmas Day 
 

8am  Holy Eucharist  
a simple short service of Holy 
Communion 
 

11am Family Eucharist 
Holy Communion with Christmas 
carols. Bring along a toy or gift to 
show us and make us smile! 
 

Sunday 27th December  
11am Parish Eucharist 
No 8am or 6pm service  
 
Please note: no 9.30am service on 
Wednesday 29th December.  Services 
as usual on Sunday 3rd January. 

St John’s Church 
 

Friday 18th December    
6pm Carols round the Crib 
with Danescourt Christian 
Fellowship, followed by 
refreshments. 

 
Sunday 20th December  
9.15am  Family Eucharist 
 
Thursday 24th December 
Christmas Eve  
   

9pm First Eucharist of Christmas 
Holy Communion with carols 

 
Friday 25th December  
Christmas Day 
 

9:15am  Family Eucharist 
Bring along a toy or gift to show us 
and make us smile! 
 

Sunday 27th December  
11am Parish Eucharist at Christ 
Church. No 9.15am service. 
 

Please note: no 11.00am service on 
Thursday 31st December. Service as 
usual on Sunday 3rd January. 
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From the archives 
The following is an extract from the parish leaflet of  December 1950 

 
CHRISTMAS 

These words are surely among the most delightful to appear on any 
Christmas card. 

 
Count your garden by the flowers 

Never by the leaves that fall; 
Count your joys by golden hours 

Not by life's worries call; 
Count your nights by stars, not shadows 
Count your days by smiles, not tears; 

And on every Christmas morning 
Count your age by friends, not years. 

 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 1950 

Radyr shared with the Old Contemptibles of Cardiff on Remembrance 
Sunday 1950 a royal honour. 
 

‘His Majesty and the Queen greatly appreciate the kind and loyal 
message  which  the  Old  Contemptibles  of  Wales  send  them  on 
Remembrance Sunday. Please convey their Majesties’ thanks to all 
concerned on that memorable day.’ 
 

The voice was the voice of Padre W S Pontin, officially the Rector of 
Radyr, but Padre always to ex-servicemen in general and war veterans 
in particular; the gracious greeting came, as you have guessed, from 
King George VI and his Consort. Followed by another royal gesture on 
this memorable anniversary.   
 

‘I am commanded by Queen Mary to thank you for your message of  
loyal  greeting  on  behalf  of  the  Cardiff  Branch  of  the  Old 
Contemptibles' Association who are attending Divine Service at Christ 
Church, Radyr on 12th November.  Her Majesty is grateful to the 
members of your Branch for thinking of her on this occasion.’ 
 

Those messages from the King and Queen and from the Queen Mother, 
who is the titular head of the Old Contemptibles' Association, set the 
note for an observance which marked a red letter day in the history of 
Radyr........the  blessing,  by  the  Rector  and Rural  Dean,  of  the 
Association's King’s Colour.  It was a day of memory......a day of many 
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Solution to the crossword in the last edition.  

memories.  A day of homage to Radyr's glorious dead whose names 
were fittingly read aloud at the open air service around the War 
Memorial. 
 

But it was more than a day of memory; it was a day of endeavour, of 
new effort, of re-dedication of the living, that those whom we have 
lost awhile shall not have died in vain. 
 

PAROCHIAL NOTES 
 

We of Christ Church are proud to tender congratulations to Miss Nicola 
Howell, one of our church girls, who figured recently in a plucky 
rescue attempt at Lulworth Cove in Dorset.  Miss Howell, who already 
holds the Silver Medal for life-saving, made a determined effort to 
rescue a companion who had fallen into the sea from a cliff.  She dived 
repeatedly into the water but, alas, without success! 
 

    *  *  * 
A Christmas Carnival Dance will be held in the Church Rooms on 
Thursday 28th December. Music will be provided by the Keith Matthews' 
Quartet. Dancing from 8pm to 12 midnight.  Admission by ticket: price 
3s 6d including light refreshments. 

 

Parish News 
subscriptions  

 

If you have enjoyed reading this 
magazine, why not take out a 
subscription? Four issues a year 
for £2.50, delivered to your 
home (or collect from church). 
 
Please speak to Malcolm May at 
St John’s (2055 2352) or Alun & 
Deb Redwood-Knight at Christ 
Church (2055 1195). 
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The Rector writes: 
 
My dear friends 
 

The priest and poet John Donne wrote powerfully and persuasively 
about the interconnectedness of human life: ‘no man is an island’ is a 
phrase that has echoed down the centuries. Our hearts go out to the 
refugees fleeing war, and to the victims of terrorism. We are bound 
together by our common humanity. 
 

But as the Church prepares to celebrate Christmas, we see something 
even more profound that binds us one to another: the wonderful truth 
that God so loved the world that he gave his only Son. Jesus is God’s 
gift through whom we become children of God and heirs of eternal 
life. And the scriptures make it clear that we are to respond to that 
great generosity by acts of kindness and generosity of our own. ‘Shine 
as a light in the world’ is the command given to every Christian at 
their baptism. Those whose lives have been transformed by being 
made members of Christ’s family are called to transform the lives of 
others- to let their light shine in the darkest of places.  
 

So this Christmas, let us pray that the light of Christ may shine 
brightly in our hearts, our homes and most importantly, in our world. 
As the gospel reminds us: ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it’. 
 

Wishing you a blessed and peaceful Christmas.  
 

 

Jenny Wigley 
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The Parish of Radyr  
www.parish.radyr.org.uk 
Registered Charity  No. 1132144  

   

The Reverend Canon Jenny Wigley (Rector) 
The Rectory, Rectory Close, Radyr CF15 8EW  

2084 2417 rector@radyr.org.uk 
 

Lay reader   
   Norman Clewer       2031 3373    

 
Lay minister for home communion 

Keena Baskerville   2056 9246 
 

Churchwardens 
  John Kiff   07710 172685   John.kiff@btinternet.com 
  Lorraine Rees   2055 4354       LSrees@btinternet.com  
    

Subwardens for Christ Church 
Rubina Davison 2084 3442 

Cathy Sloan 2084 2610 
 

Subwardens for St John’s Church 
                  Malcolm May  2055 2352    

    Pauline Parry  2021 9214   
    

Sunday and mid-week services 
 

Christ Church, Radyr  
 

 Sunday 8.00am  Holy Eucharist  
 

  11.00am  Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 
 

  6.00pm   Evening Prayer and Sermon  
    (fourth Sunday of the month Eucharist,  
    fifth Sunday of the month at St John’s) 
 

 Wednesday 9.30am  Holy Eucharist  
 

St John the Baptist, Danescourt 
 

 Sunday  9.15am  Holy Eucharist and Sunday School 
    (Family Eucharist first Sunday of the  
    month) 

  6.00pm  Sacred Spaces Café Church 
    (Fifth Sunday of the month) 
 

 Thursday 11.00am Holy Eucharist  
  

 

Arrangements may be made with the Rector for baptisms,  
weddings and the publication of banns of marriage.  23 

 

Parish activities 
 

   

 Sunday 9.15am  Sunday School, St John’s Church  
     Anne Jones     2055 4749 
   11.00am Sunday School, Christ Church  
     Julie Davies    2084 2923             
   6.00pm Whatever!  Christ Church  
     (first Sunday of month, term time) 

     Rector    2084 2417  
 

 Monday 2.00pm  Mothers’ Union, New School Rooms 
     (second Monday of month) 

     Nicky Webber   2084 3582 
     
 Tuesday 2.00pm Evergreens, Parish Hall    
     Doreen Thomas     2055 5634 
 
 Wednesday 10.00am  Parent & Toddler Group, Parish Hall  
            (term-time) Donna Wilson  07703 179090  
  
 

 Thursday 10.00am  Parent & Toddler Group, Parish Hall  
   (term-time) Donna Wilson  07703 179090    
   6.00pm Choir Practice, Christ Church    
     Pat Jones    2084 2813 
   7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice, Christ Church   
     Trevor Lewis   2033 9449 

 
Other useful contacts 

 

 PCC Secretary  Chris Dale   2084 4464    
 PCC Treasurer   Peter Umbleja   2084 3279  
 Building Committee  Derek Bateman  2084 2339                
 Gift Aid Secretary  Julie Davies   2084 2923   
 Safeguarding Officer  James Homer-Boyd  2084 3335 
            

 Parish News Editor  Lorraine Rees   2055 4354   
     LSrees@btinternet.com 
 
 Parish News Distribution Secretaries  
 Christ Church  Alun & Deb Redwood-Knight  2055 1195 
 St John’s Church     Malcolm May   2055 2352 
 

 Hall booking secretaries 

 New Schoolrooms, Radyr Nicky Webber    2084 3582 
     nsrbookings@radyr.org.uk       
 Parish Hall, Danescourt Mike Gill   2055 3209 
      mike.gill1@ntlworld.com 
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Across 
1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  
4  ‘He stretches out the heavens like a 
— , and spreads them out like a tent to 
live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)  
7  What the dove carried the olive leaf 
in, when it returned to Noah’s ark 
(Genesis 8:11) (4)  
8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  
9  Judah’s last king, who ended his 
days as a blind prisoner in Babylon 
(Jeremiah 52:11) (8)  
1 3  ‘ T h e y  a l l  —  a n d  w e r e 
satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)  
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so 
was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)  
17 National Association of Evangelicals 
(of the USA) (1,1,1) 
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, 
Auld — — (4,4)  
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  
25 The number of stones David chose 
for his confrontation with Goliath  
(1 Samuel 17:40) (4)  
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)  

The Bible version used is the NIV.  Answers will be published in the next edition.   

27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 

Down 

1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 
15:3) (4)  
2  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)  
3  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, 
in remembrance of me’ (1 
Corinthians 11:25) (5)  
4  A group assisting in the 
governance of the Roman 
Catholic Church (5)  
5  One of the gifts Joseph’s 
brothers took with them on 
their second journey to Egypt 
(Genesis 43:11) (4)  
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — 
into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2)  

10 Be outstandingly good  
(2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)  
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful 
of him, the son of man that you 
care for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)  
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles 
and Nehemiah (4)  
15 One of Israel’s northern towns 
conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 
15:20) (4)  
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)  
20 One of the two rivers in which 
Naaman would have preferred to 
wash (2 Kings 5:12) (5)  
21 Avarice—one of the evils that 
come from inside people  
(Mark 7:22) (5)  
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael 
and St George (1,1,1,1)  
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 
29:23) (4) 
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