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Across 
 

1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  
4 The disciple who made the remark 
in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  
8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — 
hands, I will not believe it’ (John 
20:25) (2,3)  
9  He urged King Jehoiakim not to 
burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s 
message (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  
10 Baptist minister and controversial 
founder of America’s Moral Majority, 
Jerry — (7)  
11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I 
be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  
12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  
17 Port from which Paul sailed on his 
last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) 
(5) 
19 ‘Moses was not aware that his 
face was — because he had spoken 
with the Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7) 
 

The Bible version used is the NIV.  Answers will be published in the next edition.   

 
21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s 
half-man, half-horse (7) 
22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 
23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; 
so he was added to the — 
apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 
24 ‘I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in — 
and you came to visit 
me’(Matthew 25:36) (6) 
 
 

 
Down 
1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 
141:6) (6)   
2 Academic (1 Corinthians 

1:20) (7) 
3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
5 For example, the Crusades 
(4,3) 
6  11 Across is certainly this (5)  
7 He reps (anag.) (6)  
9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 
13 Man who asked the question in 
11 Across was in charge of all her 
treasury (Acts 8:27)  (7) 
14 They must be ‘worthy of 
respect, sincere, not indulging in 
much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  
15 The human mind or soul (6)  
16  O Lord, while precious 
children starve, the tools of war 
increase; their bread is—.
(Graham Kendrick) (6) 
18 ‘We played the flute for you, 
and you did not — ’ (Matthew 
11:17) (5)  
20 Bared (anag.) (5) 
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The Parish of Radyr  
www.parish.radyr.org.uk 
Registered Charity  No. 1132144  

   

The Reverend Canon Jenny Wigley (Rector) 
The Rectory, Rectory Close, Radyr CF15 8EW  

2084 2417 rector@radyr.org.uk 
 

  Lay reader     Lay minister for home communion 
  Norman Clewer  2031 3373 Keena Baskerville   2056 9246 
 

Churchwardens 
  John Kiff   07710 172685   John.kiff@btinternet.com 
  Lorraine Rees   2055 4354       LSrees@btinternet.com  
    

Subwardens for Christ Church 
Rubina Davison 2084 3442 

Cathy Sloan 2084 2610 
 

Subwardens for St John’s Church 
  Mike Gill  2055 3209    

 Pauline Parry  2021 9214   
    
 

Sunday and mid-week services 
 

Christ Church, Radyr  
 

 Sunday 8.00am  Holy Eucharist  
 

  11.00am  Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 
 

  6.00pm   Evening Prayer and Sermon  
    (fourth Sunday of the month Eucharist,  
    fifth Sunday of the month at St John’s) 
 

 Wednesday 9.30am  Holy Eucharist  

 
St John the Baptist, Danescourt 

 

 Sunday  9.15am  Holy Eucharist and Sunday School 
    (Family Eucharist first Sunday of the  
    month) 

  6.00pm  Seven Sacred Spaces worship 
    (Fifth Sunday of the month) 
 

 Thursday 11.00am Holy Eucharist  
  

 
Arrangements may be made with the Rector for baptisms,  

weddings and the publication of banns of marriage.  
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Parish activities 
 

   

 Sunday 9.15am  Sunday School, St John’s Church  
     Anne Jones     2055 4749 
   11.00am Sunday School, Christ Church  
     Julie Davies    2084 2923             
   6.00pm Whatever!  Christ Church  
     (first Sunday of month, term time) 

     Rector    2084 2417  
 

 Monday 2.00pm  Mothers’ Union, New School Rooms 
     (second Monday of month) 

     Nicky Webber   2084 3582 
     
 Tuesday 2.00pm Evergreens, Parish Hall    
     Doreen Thomas     2055 5634 
 
 Wednesday 10.00am  Parent & Toddler Group, Parish Hall  
            (term-time) Donna Wilson  07703 179090  
  
 

 Thursday 10.00am  Parent & Toddler Group, Parish Hall  
   (term-time) Donna Wilson  07703 179090    
   6.00pm Choir Practice, Christ Church    
     Pat Jones    2084 2813 
   7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice, Christ Church   
     Trevor Lewis   2033 9449 

 
Other useful contacts 

 

 PCC Secretary  Chris Dale   2084 4464    
 PCC Treasurer   Peter Umbleja   2084 3279  
 Building Committee  Derek Bateman  2084 2339                
 Gift Aid Secretary  Mike Birdsall   2084 2089    
 Safeguarding Officer  James Homer-Boyd  2084 3335 
            

 Parish News Editor  Lorraine Rees   2055 4354   
     LSrees@btinternet.com 
 
 Parish News Distribution Secretaries  
 Christ Church  Alun & Deb Redwood-Knight  2055 1195 
 St John’s Church     Malcolm May   2055 2352 
 

 Hall booking secretaries 

 New Schoolrooms, Radyr Nicky Webber    2084 3582 
     nsrbookings@radyr.org.uk       
 Parish Hall, Danescourt Mike Gill   2055 3209 
      mike.gill1@ntlworld.com 
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Solution to the crossword in the last edition.  

 

Dates for your diary  
 

6th April Easter Family Fun, Christ Church 10.30am 

12th April  Parish AGM, Christ Church 7pm 

21st April Deanery Conference, Church of the Resurrection, Ely 7pm 

6th May Living Faith Course starts, Christ Church, 7.30pm 

14th May Ascension Day: Holy Eucharist St John 11am,  

  Christ Church 7pm 

24th May Pentecost: Confirmation at Church of the Resurrection, Ely  
  6pm 

4th July Family Fun Day, Christ Church, 11am-2pm 

 

Parish News subscriptions 
 

If you have enjoyed reading this magazine, why not take out an annual 
subscription?  Receive four copies a year, delivered to your home if you 
wish, for only £2.50! 
 

Speak to Malcolm May at St John’s, or Alun & Deb Redwood-Knight at 
Christ Church (contact details on opposite page). 
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The Rector writes: 

 
 
My dear friends 

 
Do you know the little adage about which way the clocks go when we 
change the hour? ‘Spring forward, fall back’. Well, we are certainly into 
‘spring forward’ mode at the moment.  
 
There are lots of opportunities to deepen our faith—for example, learning 
how we can ‘Reshape the Church’ in the next Living Faith module. Or a 
chance to learn about the elements of a church service, and how we can 
play our part in sharing and leading worship - that’s the deanery’s 
Worship Leaders course. 
 
Then there is the chance to explore one of the big issues facing the 
Church. At parish, deanery and diocesan level, we’ll be talking about 
same-sex partnerships and how the Church in Wales should respond. It 
will give us a great opportunity to look again at our theology of marriage, 
and the way we offer pastoral care. 
 
Then there are the special events: we have both the AGM/Easter Vestry 
where we’ll appoint wardens and the PCC, and the Confirmation service 
to look forward to. And if thinking, planning and celebrating is not 
enough, there’s also the business of decorating the interior of the two 
church buildings, starting with St John’s, we hope, early in the summer. 
 
The point is that we can’t stand still, either as individuals or as a Church: 
that’s to stagnate. So please join us in our moving forward this Spring in 

as many ways as you can. 

 

Jenny Wigley 
Rector 
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Easter Eve 4th April 
8pm Service of Light 
Radyr Methodist Church 
 
 

Easter Sunday 5th April 
8am   Holy Eucharist  
Christ Church 
 

9:15am  Holy Eucharist   
St John 
 

11am Holy Eucharist  
Christ Church 
 

6pm  Holy Eucharist  
Christ Church 

Holy Week and 
Easter services 
 
Monday 29th March  
7:30pm  Evening service & Address  
St John’s Church 
 
 

Tuesday 31st March  
7:30pm  Evening service & Address   
St David’s Church, Groesfaen 
 

 
Wednesday 1st April  
9:30am  Holy Eucharist    
Christ Church      
 

7:30pm  Evening service & Address  
St Michael’s Church, Tongwynlais 

 
 

Maundy Thursday 2nd April  
9:30am   Holy Eucharist   
St John 
 

7:30pm  Holy Eucharist   
Christ Church 
 

8pm-10pm Vigil     
St John 
 
 

Good Friday 3rd April 
10am  All-age worship   
Christ Church  
 

2pm  At the foot of the Cross  
Christ Church 
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From the archives 
The following is an extract from the parish leaflet of March 1963 

 

FORCE OF HABIT 
 

Up to a few years ago there were all sorts of donkeys on the beaches to 
give rides to children at 6d a time.  And some still linger.  But they have 
one thing in common.  When they had done their usual one hundred 
yards, they turned back by force of habit.   
 

What a remarkable thing habit is!  Not only in donkeys, but also in us all.  
We do a thing once, we do it the same way again.  We all tend to form 
habits, good, bad and indifferent.  And habit is important to life.  As 
Proverbs 22, 6 says:  Train up a child in the way he should go:  and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it. 
 

So it is doubly important to form the right habits.  There is the prayer 
habit.  It is good to pray every day.  We need, too, to have regular times 
and places for prayer, to say grace at meals, to start and end a day 
acknowledging God in all our ways.  Christ prayed every day.  If He 
needed it, how much more do we! 
 

PAROCHIAL NOTES 
 

Notice has been received from the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government to the effect that Radyr Parish Church has been included in 
the list of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historical Interest.   
 

Christine Norman and Priscilla Newton were confirmed by the Bishop of 
Worcester in the Priory, Malvern on February 16th. 
 

THE RECENT INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

Because of the inclement weather experienced during the last month, our 
Congregations inevitably declined.  The terrible weather conditions made 
everything very difficult.  It is to be hoped now we shall begin to recover 
our normal sized Congregations and that we shall reach the beginning of 
Lent with our Churches reasonably full again. 
 

We must take this opportunity to express our gratitude to all those who 
cheerfully answer the challenge of the frozen weeks. This includes the 
men who brought our milk and newspapers to our doors, the road workers 
who toiled in the bitter winds for the sake of our safety and railwaymen 
who took risks day and night to keep the trains running.  To all these 
people a big thank-you. 

THE MONTH'S BIRTHDAYS 
March 1st Mildred Holbrook; 3rd David Hiett; 5th Jean Forster;  

6th Elizabeth Hale; 17th Michael Jordan; 24th David Sadler. 
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From the parish registers 

 
Holy Baptism 

 

Tomi Aldford 
Emily Curness 
Neil Curness 
Mabli Darch 

Menna Rose Davies 
Emyr Jones 

Ben Fancourt 
Rhian Williams 
Robert Williams 

 

Born of water and of the spirit 

 
 

Confirmation 
 

Cheryl Bass 
Valerie Edie 

 

Richard Freter 
Elizabeth Gill 
Lisa Merfyn 

Rhian Williams 
Robert Williams 

 

Come, Holy Spirit 

 

   Joined in Holy Matrimony 
 
 
 

Sam McManus and Bethan Williams 
 

      Joined together as one 

 
The faithful departed 

 

Susan Ablett 
Trudie Borley 

Malcolm Bridgeman 
Olga Collis 
Cliff Davies 
Jane Dove 

Harold Johnston 
Leslie Potter 

 
May they rest in peace 
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Speaking of Faith 

An A to Z explaining the meaning of  

some of the words used in church 

Incumbent 
The general name given to the minister of a benefice, charged with the 
cure of souls in a parish. Hence the old title ‘curate’ – now used only for 
someone who is an ‘assistant curate’, someone under the supervision of a 
training incumbent. He/she may be called vicar or rector- there is no 
difference in status now, although there was in the past. 
 
Intercessions 
The root of the word is intercede which means to plead or ask on 
someone's behalf. The term intercessions is used for a selection of prayers 
which remember the needs of and intercedes for others. They are often 
made by lay people and are a valuable way of involving them in the 
liturgy. They are an important way of showing the relevance of the 
Christian faith to everyday life. 
 
Interregnum 
The time between the departure of the current parish priest and the 
arrival of a new incumbent. During this period, the Church Wardens share 
the overall responsibility for the parish and its worship activities with the 
Area Dean.  

Living Faith: new module 
 

The Living Faith course begins a new module: Reshaping the Church. 
We'll be looking at different kinds of church structure, both buildings and 
congregational life, and possibilities for the Church of the future. There 
will be 10 sessions starting at 7:30 on Wednesday 6th May, upstairs at 
Christ Church. Contact the Rector for further details.  
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We had a busy time during December, with our Christmas Lunch at St 
Michael’s College and providing Christmas gifts for the children and 
mothers at Hafan Supported Housing in Ely. 
 
In January, we had a talk about the work carried out by Cardiff Women’s 
Aid. Most women had suffered more than 35 episodes of abuse before they 
sought help. Later that month we held our Wave of Prayer Service, at 
which we remember members from all around the world. 
 
In February we enjoyed a wonderful talk entitled ‘Our Family and the 
Guide Dog’. We learnt about the cost and procedure of training a guide 
dog and also listened while Sian explained how having her dog Arnie had 
changed her life. It was lovely to meet Arnie, and also Mia – a puppy who 
is being trained by our speaker Peter and his wife. 
 
The March meeting took the form of Lent Reflections, led by Jenny. She 
had prepared five short bible readings and then produced five different 
crosses to illustrate her thoughts on each of the readings that led us from 
Palm Sunday through to the Resurrection and beyond. We also held a cake 
sale on Mothering Sunday in aid of MU overseas projects. 
 
We have just welcomed three new members to our continually-growing 
group. Why not give us a try? The speaker at our meeting in April will be 
Sandra Birdsall with a talk entitled ‘The Road to Ordination’.  
 
We would be delighted if you would like to join us at any of our meetings, 
which take place on the second Monday of the month, 2pm at Christ 
Church. For further information, please contact Diane Page (2084 2176), 
myself (2084 3582) or any member. 
 
Nicky Webber    
Branch Leader 
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Governing Body members were clear that whatever action is taken should 
be pastorally sensitive to different shades of opinion and experience. 
 

Consultation is now open to all members of the Church in Wales.  The issue 
will be considered again by the Bishops and the Governing Body when this 
consultation has taken place – approximately one year on from the previous 
Governing Body discussion.    
 
Popping the Question 
The Doctrinal Commission considered three options: 
 

1 Maintain that the union of one man and one woman is the only 
definition of marriage recognised by the Church in Wales, and make no 
liturgical provision for recognising same-sex relationships.  
The Doctrinal Commission said about this option: ‘Many types of 
relationship can help us develop in virtue. What makes marriage different 
and unique is that it brings together a woman and a man in a potentially 
procreative, publicly-acknowledged union which is lifelong and exclusive.’ 
 
2 Make provision for the blessing of same-sex relationships (ie civil 
partnerships or state-recognised marriages), but not carry out same-sex 
weddings.  
The Doctrinal Commission said about this option: ‘A blessing is not the 
same as a marriage. A blessing is a theological response to a monogamous, 
committed relationship. It is also understood as a sign of the unity-in-
difference of the Trinity. It is on this basis that a marriage is blessed by 
the Church: such relationships are signs of God’s faithful union with the 
created order.’ 
 
3 Conduct marriages for same-sex couples.  
The Doctrinal Commission said about this option: ‘To continue to follow 
the Spirit on this faithful path with regard to marriage is to affirm that a 
good marriage evidently bears the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5. 22-23). This is 
marriage in the light of the Spirit rather than the flesh, and its fruit are 
not confined to only one form of sexual partnership.’ 

 

We are being invited at a diocesan level to make our views known to the 
bishops and the Governing Body- the three questions/options will be 
discussed and voted on at our Deanery Conference in April and at the 
Diocesan Conference in May. This will then be reported to the Governing 
Body where a further discussion and decisive vote will be taken. 
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The Church in Wales and same-sex partnerships 

Much of the text of this article is taken from papers available on the 
Church in Wales website churchinwales.org.uk/faith/doctrinal-
commission/#sdcdocs 
 
Walking Up the Aisle:  The Situation Now 
In March 2014, it became possible for same-sex couples to marry in 
England and Wales, and to have exactly the same rights and 
responsibilities as heterosexual married couples.  The UK Government 
was keen to ensure that churches could offer same-sex marriages if they 
wished, but that they should not be compelled to do so. How is the 
Church in Wales to respond to this new reality? 
 
Standing at the Altar: Discussions in the Church  
In February 2014, The Standing Doctrinal Commission of the Church in 
Wales produced a report on The Church in Wales and Same-Sex 
Partnerships, the result of a lengthy process of deliberation and 
consultation at the request of the Bishops.  
 
There remains a wide range of opinions within the Christian community, 
both at home and abroad; and the purpose of this Consultation is not to 
revisit the arguments or achieve a unanimous theological position for the 
Church in Wales, but to make recommendations for what the Church 
should do, in a practical and pastoral way, at this point in time.  
 
Marriage is an Honourable Estate... 
The Church in Wales is part of society.  We are proud of our presence in 
every community, our engagement with a huge range of social and 
community projects, and with people at every stage of their lives.  
Marriage too is part of society – not merely a private relationship 
between two people – and so the considerations are broad.    
 
The Church in Wales understands marriage as an embodiment of love in 
Christ "in which each member of the family, in good times and in bad, 
may find comfort, companionship and strength, and grow to maturity in 
love. Marriage enriches society and strengthens community." (Marriage 
Services 2010). 
 

Three options for responding to the present situation in law were brought 
forward by the Doctrinal Commission.  They were discussed in small 
groups at the Governing Body meeting in April 2014.  The Bishops and 

7 

 

Read all about it! 
 

Many of you will be aware that I am involved in a number of areas of work 
for the Church beyond the parish. Now you have the evidence! The BBC 
have published a collection of their Radio 4 ‘Thought for the day’ scripts, 
and they include a selection of my own contributions. 
 

I have also been part of  a group which has edited a publication called 
‘Crossing Thresholds’ which is an account of the licensed ministry of 
women in Wales, from the first deaconesses in the run-down parts of 
Cardiff at the end of the 19th century to the coming into force of the 
Women Bishops Bill in  2014. Both books are in our parish library in Christ 
Church. 
 

And if you think you’ve heard more than enough from me already (!) why 
not look at what else there is on the shelves to help you explore the Bible, 
the Christian Faith, prayer, Church history and so much more. 
 

The Rector 

Fair Trade Sales  
 

The next sale at Christ Church will be after the 11am service on Sunday 
12th April instead of Easter Sunday, as I guess everyone will have Easter 
eggs to eat and no need to stock up on chocolate. 
 
Fair Trade items will also be on sale at the Parish AGM on April 12th to 
give those who do not normally attend the 11am service at Christ Church 
a chance to browse, buy or pick up a catalogue to take home.  Orders 
placed with me will not incur the normal delivery charge of £4.99. 
 
Julie Davies 
2084 2923 
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Roger and Diane Page have 
worshipped at Christ Church 
since moving into the parish 
in 1983.  Since then, they 
have both played a very 
active part in parish life, 
Diane as a Sunday School 
teacher, Mothers’ Union 
secretary and parish visitor, 
and Roger as Churchwarden 
and parish treasurer. 
 
 

Diane qualified as a nurse 
and midwife, and worked as 
a Practice Nurse in the 
Cardiff area. Roger’s primary 
career was in banking. After 
early retirement, he worked 
in the not-for-profit sector 
for a number of charities, 
with his final post as Director 
of Finance for Tŷ Hafan 
Children’s Hospice.  
 

Their children Alison, Elizabeth and David were aged 9, 7 and nearly 3 
when the family moved here. They were all involved in Sunday School and 
also with a junior church folk choir which was very active at the time. 
Now they all live away in different parts of England. Roger and Diane also 
have three grand-daughters. 
  
Diane has been a great supporter of Tenovus, and was founder-chair of 
the Radyr & Morganstown Friends of Tenovus Group, which she still 
supports. Much of her spare time is now spent visiting her father in 
Eastbourne and family in Harrow, Westerham and Nottingham. 
 

Roger is a member of the Diocesan Board of Finance and also a board 
member of Cadarn Housing Group, a housing association providing over 
2,500 homes in South Wales, although he is now looking to reduce the 
time he devotes to boards and committees. Local people might have seen 
him on stage with Radyr Drama Society in many productions over the 
years. He is in rehearsal now for ‘The Sunshine Boys’ and will be looking 
to sell tickets shortly! 

Face to face with Roger and Diane Page 

Roger and Diane celebrating their Ruby Wedding 
in 2012 
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

The Women’s World Day of Prayer is an international and 
interdenominational service held on the first Friday of March every year. As 
the title suggests, the same service is followed by women (and men) 
worldwide. Each year it is organised by a different country and this year it 
was the turn of The Bahamas. 
 
So, on Friday 6th March, members of Christ Church, St. John’s, Radyr 
Methodist and Danescourt Christian Fellowship worshipped together at 
Christ Church, following the service which had been put together by the 
Christian women of the Bahamas. 
 
As you can imagine, there was lots of colour and music in the service but 
also many moments for reflection and prayer. We were asked to think 
about several projects which were close to the hearts of the ladies in The 
Bahamas. They have been working with teenage mothers, victims of 
domestic violence, migrants, victims of HIV and AIDs, cancer sufferers and 
people living in poverty. All of these things are problems throughout the 
world and we were encouraged to think of how Jesus’ radical love stepped 
over boundaries to help people and how we might do the same. 
 
There was a short drama, acted by two gentlemen from Danescourt 
Christian Fellowship, showing Jesus washing Peter’s feet. Although he was 
a leader, he was prepared to humble himself (doing the work of a servant) 
to demonstrate that we are all equal in God’s eyes. 
 
One of the prayers used was as follows:  ‘Open our eyes to those who are in 
need of a gentle touch, a listening ear, a word of comfort and a healing 
presence. Lord we are amazed by you. How you love us! How deep and 
radical is your love. Teach us to be more like you. Amen.’ 
 
The service ended with an invitation to the congregation to enjoy some 
refreshments in the schoolrooms. Several of the ladies had made carrot 
cake and banana bread in keeping with the Caribbean theme, which 
seemed to be much appreciated. 
 

Next year it is the turn of Cuba to organise the service, which will be held 

at St John’s.  Perhaps you would like to put Friday 4th March 2016 in your 

diary and come and join us? 

Angela Dart 
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The Pirates of Penzance 

Radyr Parish Music Group’s latest production, Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
popular operetta The Pirates of Penzance, was performed at Bishop of 
Llandaff High School in February. As can be seen from the photo, a 
number of parishioners and Christ Church choir members took part both 
on stage and backstage.  
 

The music was ably performed by a twenty-two piece orchestra under the 
baton of Simon Davison. Having now recovered from its very successful 
four-night run, the company has started rehearsals for its concert on May 
9th as part of the Radyr & Morganstown Festival Fortnight programme. Our 
show next February will be Cole Porter’s classic musical Kiss Me Kate –not 
to be missed! 
 

Pictured above are: Christine Dale (front of house) Chris Dale (Pirate 
King), Simon Davison (conductor), Glad Llewellyn (pirate), Katherine 
Murray (sister), Marilyn Vaughan (governess), Peter Sharp (pirate), Ailsa 
Bracegirdle (governess) Ian Ogden (Sergeant of Police), Angela Dart 
(governess), Wyn Phillips (pirate and policeman) and Anne-Marie Phillips 

(wardrobe mistress).  

Many others from the parish helped including Jill Newbould (front of 
house), Lucille Sharp (backstage), Val Convery (prompt) and a very 

necessary Leigh Bracegirdle (repetiteur). 

Chris Dale  
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When asked what they enjoy most about parish life, they say ‘The people 
with whom we worship, learn and travel together on our journey through 
life.’  A special favourite from recent years has been participating in the 
Church Alive! programme at St John’s, working with other church members 
and sharing bible stories with so many children from Danescourt Primary 
School. 
 
A few years ago, Roger and Diane started supporting Newport County 
football club and are now season ticket holders. ‘We enjoy watching the 
football,’ they say, ‘although supporting a small club is often a matter 
more of hope than faith!’ 

 
 
 

 

The meaning of Maundy Thursday 

Maundy Thursday, the name given to Thursday in Holy Week, is famous for 
two things.  The first is one of the final acts that Jesus did before his 
death: the washing of his disciples’ feet (see John 13). Jesus did this for a 
purpose:  ‘A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.’  His disciples were to love through 
service, not domination, of one another.  
 

In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do 
vobis’. The word ‘maundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin 
‘mandatum’ (command).  The ceremony of washing the feet of members 
of the congregation came to be an important part of the liturgy of the 
medieval church, symbolising the humility of the clergy, in obedience to 
the example of Christ. 
 

But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus 
first introduced the Lord’s Supper, or what we call Holy Communion.   
Jesus and his close friends had met in a secret upper room to share the 
Passover meal together for the last time.   And there Jesus transformed 
the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying, ‘this is my body’ and ‘this is 
my blood’ as he, the Lamb of God, prepared to die for the sins of the 
whole world.   
 
John’s gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper took place the evening 
before the regular Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at the same 
time that the Passover lambs were killed.   
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The Crucifixion 

Many centuries ago, on a Passover night 
In a garden called Gethsemane, my Lord was in prayer. 
A crowd rushed upon this Nazarite 
And He was betrayed by a friend, as shouts filled the air 

Yes when they arrested my Jesus, I was there. 
 

Take Him to the Sanhedrin, we will charge Him in court 
This Man is not a king, but a Galilean Jew 
Give false witness against Him, to lies we’ll resort. 
Peter denied Him three times, before that unholy crew 

I was in that courtyard and denied Him too. 
 

We do not have the right to perform the execution, 
To Pilate we’ll take this Man from Galilee. 
Roman justice will give us the final solution 
This King shall be crucified, and Barabbas set free 

                             Did you walk with Jesus to Calvary? 
 

Give Him thirty-nine lashes with the three-pronged whip 
Fulfil the prophecy, by His stripes we will heal 
Let the barbs sink in, give His back a good rip 

            Swing with your might, and watch the skin peel 
              I heard every crack, and witnessed His ordeal. 

 

Place our sins on His head, with a crown made of thorn 
Press down on the crown, and watch the blood flow 
Despise Him, ridicule Him, show Him your scorn 
Intensify His pain, witness the death throe 

And where were you, in that time long ago? 
 

Let us journey now, to the place called the Skull 
Put the cross on His back, can He stand up to the weight? 
If You are the Messiah, then perform a miracle 
And get away from these people, who are filled with hate 

And I was in that crowd, on that famous date. 
 

‘The King of the Jews’ nailed over His head 
Crucify the others, on the left and the right 
Cast lots for His clothes, as His blood runs red 
Look up in horror, at this terrible sight 

And what were you doing, as day turned to night? 
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We are working hard on the project to redecorate both our churches.  We 
have had quotations from three of the five companies we invited to tender 
and have been a bit shocked at the price – considerably in excess of the 
£15-20,000 we had expected.  However, we are pressing on, talking to the 
companies about the scope of the work and challenging some of their 
costs.  The PCC have given permission for a Faculty application to be 
submitted (this gives us permission to do the work) and we are still hoping 
that we will be able to decorate St John’s this year.  For funding reasons 
the work will have to be done over at least three years and any 
contributions (via Gift Days or otherwise) would be very welcome.       
 
Because of the redecoration costs, we have put some other projects on the 
back burner.  However we will still be looking at how we can tidy up the 
vestry in St John’s. 
 
On a more positive note, we have installed background heating in the 
disabled toilet in the New School Rooms and are looking to see whether we 
can do the same in the Parish Hall.  We have also upgraded all the 
emergency lighting in the New School Rooms to ensure everyone’s safety 
should the power fail.   
 
As you will see, we do try to keep everything working well and looking 
good, not only to comply with ever-tightening regulations but also to 
ensure that users – whether they are attendees at services or renters of our 
halls – know we care.   
 
Do let us know if there is anything wrong!  

Caring for our buildings 

 
Nick Hawkins      
Chairman,  Building Committee 
029 2084 2561        
HawkinsNick@msn.com    
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St John’s Sunday School 

 

The autumn term was a busy and interesting time in Sunday School and the 
children ended it in style with a lovely Christingle service. Their decorated 
Christmas trees made a beautiful display on the altar. 
  
Some of the children took part in the Epiphany service, helping the wise 
men on their travels. Elsie and her mum helped them on their way to 
Herod's palace and Emily, Leila and Suki helped them to travel from there 
to the stable in Bethlehem. The children took great care to place the wise 
men in exactly the right spot.  
 
One of the children, Emily, was baptised in St John's earlier this term.  Her 
father was baptised at the same time and it was lovely to be part of that 
special service and to welcome them both into our church family.  
 
Mothering Sunday was our next big festival and the children made special 
treats for their mums in the lesson. Elsie and Emily told me some of the 
things that they love about their mums. Elsie likes playing games with her 
mum, especially snakes and ladders which she usually wins. Emily likes 
baking cakes and cookies with her mum and she likes the bubble baths that 
her mum runs for her. I know that the children have lots of reasons to love 
their mums so it’s wonderful to have this special day to tell them about it.  
 
We are now getting ready for the festival of Easter, so there will be plenty 
of interesting things to do in the lessons. If you would like to join us, we 
meet at 9.15 in St John's Church Hall. We would love to see you there.  
 
We were very sad to hear of 
the death of Sylvia Consitt. 
Sylvia helped to set up St 
John's Sunday School and 
worked hard for many years 
to build it up and keep it 
going. We owe her a huge 
debt of gratitude and send 
our deepest condolences to 

her family.  

 
Anne Jones     
2055 4749  

             Enjoying refreshments after the Christingle service 
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Watch Him raise up His body and strain for each breath 
Listen to the screams of the crowd, hear the women wail 
It will be many long hours before He is overcome by death 
And He thought about me, as He hung by the nail 

I stood on that ground, and saw every detail. 
 

The sun disappeared, from noon until three 
And the veil of the Temple, down the middle was split 
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken me” 
“Father in your hands, I commend My Spirit” 

We watched Him breathe His last, as an earthquake hit. 
 

Take Him down off the cross, as sorrow fills the air 
Lay Him on a slab, in rock-hewn tomb 
Wrap Him with linen, prepare His body with care 
Seal up the entrance, of that sacred room 

Did you weep for Jesus, in that day of gloom? 
 

And behold the weeping is over, for on the third day 
Became a time for rejoicing, the end of our woes. 
An earthquake occurred, the stone rolled away 
And the tomb was found empty, Jesus had arose 

Did you see the angels, in their dazzling white clothes? 
                                                         
This verse by George Konig, inspired by a well-known African-American 
Christian Spiritual, graphically brings home to us the true nature of the 
cruelty of Good Friday.  Our two major church festivals, Christmas and 
Easter, have become embroiled with commercialism and it is so sad to 
see people missing out on their true significance and failing to involve 

themselves in the truly profound divine and human stories. 

Easter is a time to reflect on the cruel death of the Son of God who came 
into this world to enlighten us as to the true nature of humanity. Christ 
preached the gospel of the love of God for all humanity but a section of 
that humanity rejected Him and crucified Him. The most joyous thing for 
us as Christians is to remember that Jesus overcame this horrible death 
and through His resurrection offered us remission of our sins and a life 
everlasting. One of the prisoners being crucified at the same time came 
to understand what Jesus was all about, and at the last minute asked 
Jesus if he could be included in His Kingdom. Jesus replied, ‘You shall be 

with me in paradise.’ It is never too late to ask for His forgiveness.  
 

A very happy and blessed Easter to everyone. 
 

Heddwyn Richards 
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The children sang 
beautifully at the 
service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols 
and were fantastic 
at the Crib Service 
on Christmas Eve.  
I was upset to miss 
their performance, 
but  rece i ved 
numerous emails 
praising everyone. 
The change of 
time to 4pm 
appears to have 
been a success, as was the extra space that has been created at the front 
of Christ Church by removing the pew.   
 

My thanks go to Marilyn, Alison and Laura for stepping in at the last minute 
and to Chris Dale for his sound system. Thanks to Wayne Morgan, 
photographs of the service can be seen on the parish website: 
parish.radyr.org.uk  
 

Everyone enjoyed the party at the end of January with all the children’s 
favourite games followed by a lovely party tea.  The children and I would 
like to thank Laura for assisting with the games and Rhian, Caroline, 
Catherine and Suzanne for laying the tables and clearing away afterwards.  
The Christingle service in February was enjoyable. As usual several 
children enjoyed the unwritten ‘challenge’ of eating all the sweets before 
the end of the service! 
 

We have had a busy few weeks during Lent preparing for Mothering 
Sunday.  Louisa and Laura rehearsed a special song which the children 
sang, thanking God for all the things Mums do.  We always look forward to 
the Family Service on Good Friday followed by crafts and hot cross buns 
with our friends from Radyr Methodist Church and of course making Easter 
hats and hunting Easter Eggs at the Easter Monday Fun Day.   
 

We’d love you to come along and join in the fun learning about how much 
Jesus loves us.  We meet every Sunday in term time at 11am for an hour: 
ages 18 months to 11 years (Youth Group for 11 years and over). 
 

Julie Davies  2084 2923 

Christ Church Sunday School 
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Why does the date of Easter Day change each year?  

Why does Easter fall in March in some years and in early, mid or late April 
in others? Because the date of Passover moves around, and according to 
the biblical account, Easter is tied to the Passover. Passover celebrates 
the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and it lasts for seven days, from the 
middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which equates to late March or 
early April. 
 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to 
come up with firm dates for Good Friday: Friday 7th April 30 AD or Friday 
3rd April 33 AD, with Easter Day falling two days later.  Modern scholars 
continue to think these the most likely.   
 

Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the 
first full moon after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly true.  But the 
precise calculations are complicated and involve something called an 
‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky.  
The earliest possible date for Easter in the West is 22 March, which last 
fell in 1818 and won’t fall again until 2285.  The latest is 25 April, which 
last happened in 1943 and is next due in 2038.   

 

Worship Leaders’ Course 
 

A marvellous opportunity to learn more about worship with others from 
around the Deanery - to help you understand the shape and structure of a 
service, to write prayers of intercession, to read well from the Bible and 
lots more. 
 

The course will run on five Thursdays at 7:30pm, starting on 4th June at the 

Church of the Resurrection in Ely. Speak to the Rector if you’re interested. 
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St John’s Sunday School 

 

The autumn term was a busy and interesting time in Sunday School and the 
children ended it in style with a lovely Christingle service. Their decorated 
Christmas trees made a beautiful display on the altar. 
  
Some of the children took part in the Epiphany service, helping the wise 
men on their travels. Elsie and her mum helped them on their way to 
Herod's palace and Emily, Leila and Suki helped them to travel from there 
to the stable in Bethlehem. The children took great care to place the wise 
men in exactly the right spot.  
 
One of the children, Emily, was baptised in St John's earlier this term.  Her 
father was baptised at the same time and it was lovely to be part of that 
special service and to welcome them both into our church family.  
 
Mothering Sunday was our next big festival and the children made special 
treats for their mums in the lesson. Elsie and Emily told me some of the 
things that they love about their mums. Elsie likes playing games with her 
mum, especially snakes and ladders which she usually wins. Emily likes 
baking cakes and cookies with her mum and she likes the bubble baths that 
her mum runs for her. I know that the children have lots of reasons to love 
their mums so it’s wonderful to have this special day to tell them about it.  
 
We are now getting ready for the festival of Easter, so there will be plenty 
of interesting things to do in the lessons. If you would like to join us, we 
meet at 9.15 in St John's Church Hall. We would love to see you there.  
 
We were very sad to hear of 
the death of Sylvia Consitt. 
Sylvia helped to set up St 
John's Sunday School and 
worked hard for many years 
to build it up and keep it 
going. We owe her a huge 
debt of gratitude and send 
our deepest condolences to 
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Watch Him raise up His body and strain for each breath 
Listen to the screams of the crowd, hear the women wail 
It will be many long hours before He is overcome by death 
And He thought about me, as He hung by the nail 

I stood on that ground, and saw every detail. 
 

The sun disappeared, from noon until three 
And the veil of the Temple, down the middle was split 
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken me” 
“Father in your hands, I commend My Spirit” 

We watched Him breathe His last, as an earthquake hit. 
 

Take Him down off the cross, as sorrow fills the air 
Lay Him on a slab, in rock-hewn tomb 
Wrap Him with linen, prepare His body with care 
Seal up the entrance, of that sacred room 

Did you weep for Jesus, in that day of gloom? 
 

And behold the weeping is over, for on the third day 
Became a time for rejoicing, the end of our woes. 
An earthquake occurred, the stone rolled away 
And the tomb was found empty, Jesus had arose 

Did you see the angels, in their dazzling white clothes? 
                                                         
This verse by George Konig, inspired by a well-known African-American 
Christian Spiritual, graphically brings home to us the true nature of the 
cruelty of Good Friday.  Our two major church festivals, Christmas and 
Easter, have become embroiled with commercialism and it is so sad to 
see people missing out on their true significance and failing to involve 

themselves in the truly profound divine and human stories. 

Easter is a time to reflect on the cruel death of the Son of God who came 
into this world to enlighten us as to the true nature of humanity. Christ 
preached the gospel of the love of God for all humanity but a section of 
that humanity rejected Him and crucified Him. The most joyous thing for 
us as Christians is to remember that Jesus overcame this horrible death 
and through His resurrection offered us remission of our sins and a life 
everlasting. One of the prisoners being crucified at the same time came 
to understand what Jesus was all about, and at the last minute asked 
Jesus if he could be included in His Kingdom. Jesus replied, ‘You shall be 

with me in paradise.’ It is never too late to ask for His forgiveness.  
 

A very happy and blessed Easter to everyone. 
 

Heddwyn Richards 
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The Crucifixion 

Many centuries ago, on a Passover night 
In a garden called Gethsemane, my Lord was in prayer. 
A crowd rushed upon this Nazarite 
And He was betrayed by a friend, as shouts filled the air 

Yes when they arrested my Jesus, I was there. 
 

Take Him to the Sanhedrin, we will charge Him in court 
This Man is not a king, but a Galilean Jew 
Give false witness against Him, to lies we’ll resort. 
Peter denied Him three times, before that unholy crew 

I was in that courtyard and denied Him too. 
 

We do not have the right to perform the execution, 
To Pilate we’ll take this Man from Galilee. 
Roman justice will give us the final solution 
This King shall be crucified, and Barabbas set free 

                             Did you walk with Jesus to Calvary? 
 

Give Him thirty-nine lashes with the three-pronged whip 
Fulfil the prophecy, by His stripes we will heal 
Let the barbs sink in, give His back a good rip 

            Swing with your might, and watch the skin peel 
              I heard every crack, and witnessed His ordeal. 

 

Place our sins on His head, with a crown made of thorn 
Press down on the crown, and watch the blood flow 
Despise Him, ridicule Him, show Him your scorn 
Intensify His pain, witness the death throe 

And where were you, in that time long ago? 
 

Let us journey now, to the place called the Skull 
Put the cross on His back, can He stand up to the weight? 
If You are the Messiah, then perform a miracle 
And get away from these people, who are filled with hate 

And I was in that crowd, on that famous date. 
 

‘The King of the Jews’ nailed over His head 
Crucify the others, on the left and the right 
Cast lots for His clothes, as His blood runs red 
Look up in horror, at this terrible sight 

And what were you doing, as day turned to night? 
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We are working hard on the project to redecorate both our churches.  We 
have had quotations from three of the five companies we invited to tender 
and have been a bit shocked at the price – considerably in excess of the 
£15-20,000 we had expected.  However, we are pressing on, talking to the 
companies about the scope of the work and challenging some of their 
costs.  The PCC have given permission for a Faculty application to be 
submitted (this gives us permission to do the work) and we are still hoping 
that we will be able to decorate St John’s this year.  For funding reasons 
the work will have to be done over at least three years and any 
contributions (via Gift Days or otherwise) would be very welcome.       
 
Because of the redecoration costs, we have put some other projects on the 
back burner.  However we will still be looking at how we can tidy up the 
vestry in St John’s. 
 
On a more positive note, we have installed background heating in the 
disabled toilet in the New School Rooms and are looking to see whether we 
can do the same in the Parish Hall.  We have also upgraded all the 
emergency lighting in the New School Rooms to ensure everyone’s safety 
should the power fail.   
 
As you will see, we do try to keep everything working well and looking 
good, not only to comply with ever-tightening regulations but also to 
ensure that users – whether they are attendees at services or renters of our 
halls – know we care.   
 
Do let us know if there is anything wrong!  

Caring for our buildings 

 
Nick Hawkins      
Chairman,  Building Committee 
029 2084 2561        
HawkinsNick@msn.com    

mailto:HawkinsNick@msn.com
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The Pirates of Penzance 

Radyr Parish Music Group’s latest production, Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
popular operetta The Pirates of Penzance, was performed at Bishop of 
Llandaff High School in February. As can be seen from the photo, a 
number of parishioners and Christ Church choir members took part both 
on stage and backstage.  
 

The music was ably performed by a twenty-two piece orchestra under the 
baton of Simon Davison. Having now recovered from its very successful 
four-night run, the company has started rehearsals for its concert on May 
9th as part of the Radyr & Morganstown Festival Fortnight programme. Our 
show next February will be Cole Porter’s classic musical Kiss Me Kate –not 
to be missed! 
 

Pictured above are: Christine Dale (front of house) Chris Dale (Pirate 
King), Simon Davison (conductor), Glad Llewellyn (pirate), Katherine 
Murray (sister), Marilyn Vaughan (governess), Peter Sharp (pirate), Ailsa 
Bracegirdle (governess) Ian Ogden (Sergeant of Police), Angela Dart 
(governess), Wyn Phillips (pirate and policeman) and Anne-Marie Phillips 

(wardrobe mistress).  

Many others from the parish helped including Jill Newbould (front of 
house), Lucille Sharp (backstage), Val Convery (prompt) and a very 

necessary Leigh Bracegirdle (repetiteur). 

Chris Dale  
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When asked what they enjoy most about parish life, they say ‘The people 
with whom we worship, learn and travel together on our journey through 
life.’  A special favourite from recent years has been participating in the 
Church Alive! programme at St John’s, working with other church members 
and sharing bible stories with so many children from Danescourt Primary 
School. 
 
A few years ago, Roger and Diane started supporting Newport County 
football club and are now season ticket holders. ‘We enjoy watching the 
football,’ they say, ‘although supporting a small club is often a matter 
more of hope than faith!’ 

 
 
 

 

The meaning of Maundy Thursday 

Maundy Thursday, the name given to Thursday in Holy Week, is famous for 
two things.  The first is one of the final acts that Jesus did before his 
death: the washing of his disciples’ feet (see John 13). Jesus did this for a 
purpose:  ‘A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.’  His disciples were to love through 
service, not domination, of one another.  
 

In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do 
vobis’. The word ‘maundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin 
‘mandatum’ (command).  The ceremony of washing the feet of members 
of the congregation came to be an important part of the liturgy of the 
medieval church, symbolising the humility of the clergy, in obedience to 
the example of Christ. 
 

But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus 
first introduced the Lord’s Supper, or what we call Holy Communion.   
Jesus and his close friends had met in a secret upper room to share the 
Passover meal together for the last time.   And there Jesus transformed 
the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying, ‘this is my body’ and ‘this is 
my blood’ as he, the Lamb of God, prepared to die for the sins of the 
whole world.   
 
John’s gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper took place the evening 
before the regular Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at the same 
time that the Passover lambs were killed.   
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Roger and Diane Page have 
worshipped at Christ Church 
since moving into the parish 
in 1983.  Since then, they 
have both played a very 
active part in parish life, 
Diane as a Sunday School 
teacher, Mothers’ Union 
secretary and parish visitor, 
and Roger as Churchwarden 
and parish treasurer. 
 
 

Diane qualified as a nurse 
and midwife, and worked as 
a Practice Nurse in the 
Cardiff area. Roger’s primary 
career was in banking. After 
early retirement, he worked 
in the not-for-profit sector 
for a number of charities, 
with his final post as Director 
of Finance for Tŷ Hafan 
Children’s Hospice.  
 

Their children Alison, Elizabeth and David were aged 9, 7 and nearly 3 
when the family moved here. They were all involved in Sunday School and 
also with a junior church folk choir which was very active at the time. 
Now they all live away in different parts of England. Roger and Diane also 
have three grand-daughters. 
  
Diane has been a great supporter of Tenovus, and was founder-chair of 
the Radyr & Morganstown Friends of Tenovus Group, which she still 
supports. Much of her spare time is now spent visiting her father in 
Eastbourne and family in Harrow, Westerham and Nottingham. 
 

Roger is a member of the Diocesan Board of Finance and also a board 
member of Cadarn Housing Group, a housing association providing over 
2,500 homes in South Wales, although he is now looking to reduce the 
time he devotes to boards and committees. Local people might have seen 
him on stage with Radyr Drama Society in many productions over the 
years. He is in rehearsal now for ‘The Sunshine Boys’ and will be looking 
to sell tickets shortly! 

Face to face with Roger and Diane Page 

Roger and Diane celebrating their Ruby Wedding 
in 2012 
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

The Women’s World Day of Prayer is an international and 
interdenominational service held on the first Friday of March every year. As 
the title suggests, the same service is followed by women (and men) 
worldwide. Each year it is organised by a different country and this year it 
was the turn of The Bahamas. 
 
So, on Friday 6th March, members of Christ Church, St. John’s, Radyr 
Methodist and Danescourt Christian Fellowship worshipped together at 
Christ Church, following the service which had been put together by the 
Christian women of the Bahamas. 
 
As you can imagine, there was lots of colour and music in the service but 
also many moments for reflection and prayer. We were asked to think 
about several projects which were close to the hearts of the ladies in The 
Bahamas. They have been working with teenage mothers, victims of 
domestic violence, migrants, victims of HIV and AIDs, cancer sufferers and 
people living in poverty. All of these things are problems throughout the 
world and we were encouraged to think of how Jesus’ radical love stepped 
over boundaries to help people and how we might do the same. 
 
There was a short drama, acted by two gentlemen from Danescourt 
Christian Fellowship, showing Jesus washing Peter’s feet. Although he was 
a leader, he was prepared to humble himself (doing the work of a servant) 
to demonstrate that we are all equal in God’s eyes. 
 
One of the prayers used was as follows:  ‘Open our eyes to those who are in 
need of a gentle touch, a listening ear, a word of comfort and a healing 
presence. Lord we are amazed by you. How you love us! How deep and 
radical is your love. Teach us to be more like you. Amen.’ 
 
The service ended with an invitation to the congregation to enjoy some 
refreshments in the schoolrooms. Several of the ladies had made carrot 
cake and banana bread in keeping with the Caribbean theme, which 
seemed to be much appreciated. 
 

Next year it is the turn of Cuba to organise the service, which will be held 

at St John’s.  Perhaps you would like to put Friday 4th March 2016 in your 

diary and come and join us? 

Angela Dart 
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The Church in Wales and same-sex partnerships 

Much of the text of this article is taken from papers available on the 
Church in Wales website churchinwales.org.uk/faith/doctrinal-
commission/#sdcdocs 
 
Walking Up the Aisle:  The Situation Now 
In March 2014, it became possible for same-sex couples to marry in 
England and Wales, and to have exactly the same rights and 
responsibilities as heterosexual married couples.  The UK Government 
was keen to ensure that churches could offer same-sex marriages if they 
wished, but that they should not be compelled to do so. How is the 
Church in Wales to respond to this new reality? 
 
Standing at the Altar: Discussions in the Church  
In February 2014, The Standing Doctrinal Commission of the Church in 
Wales produced a report on The Church in Wales and Same-Sex 
Partnerships, the result of a lengthy process of deliberation and 
consultation at the request of the Bishops.  
 
There remains a wide range of opinions within the Christian community, 
both at home and abroad; and the purpose of this Consultation is not to 
revisit the arguments or achieve a unanimous theological position for the 
Church in Wales, but to make recommendations for what the Church 
should do, in a practical and pastoral way, at this point in time.  
 
Marriage is an Honourable Estate... 
The Church in Wales is part of society.  We are proud of our presence in 
every community, our engagement with a huge range of social and 
community projects, and with people at every stage of their lives.  
Marriage too is part of society – not merely a private relationship 
between two people – and so the considerations are broad.    
 
The Church in Wales understands marriage as an embodiment of love in 
Christ "in which each member of the family, in good times and in bad, 
may find comfort, companionship and strength, and grow to maturity in 
love. Marriage enriches society and strengthens community." (Marriage 
Services 2010). 
 

Three options for responding to the present situation in law were brought 
forward by the Doctrinal Commission.  They were discussed in small 
groups at the Governing Body meeting in April 2014.  The Bishops and 
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Read all about it! 
 

Many of you will be aware that I am involved in a number of areas of work 
for the Church beyond the parish. Now you have the evidence! The BBC 
have published a collection of their Radio 4 ‘Thought for the day’ scripts, 
and they include a selection of my own contributions. 
 

I have also been part of  a group which has edited a publication called 
‘Crossing Thresholds’ which is an account of the licensed ministry of 
women in Wales, from the first deaconesses in the run-down parts of 
Cardiff at the end of the 19th century to the coming into force of the 
Women Bishops Bill in  2014. Both books are in our parish library in Christ 
Church. 
 

And if you think you’ve heard more than enough from me already (!) why 
not look at what else there is on the shelves to help you explore the Bible, 
the Christian Faith, prayer, Church history and so much more. 
 

The Rector 

Fair Trade Sales  
 

The next sale at Christ Church will be after the 11am service on Sunday 
12th April instead of Easter Sunday, as I guess everyone will have Easter 
eggs to eat and no need to stock up on chocolate. 
 
Fair Trade items will also be on sale at the Parish AGM on April 12th to 
give those who do not normally attend the 11am service at Christ Church 
a chance to browse, buy or pick up a catalogue to take home.  Orders 
placed with me will not incur the normal delivery charge of £4.99. 
 
Julie Davies 
2084 2923 
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We had a busy time during December, with our Christmas Lunch at St 
Michael’s College and providing Christmas gifts for the children and 
mothers at Hafan Supported Housing in Ely. 
 
In January, we had a talk about the work carried out by Cardiff Women’s 
Aid. Most women had suffered more than 35 episodes of abuse before they 
sought help. Later that month we held our Wave of Prayer Service, at 
which we remember members from all around the world. 
 
In February we enjoyed a wonderful talk entitled ‘Our Family and the 
Guide Dog’. We learnt about the cost and procedure of training a guide 
dog and also listened while Sian explained how having her dog Arnie had 
changed her life. It was lovely to meet Arnie, and also Mia – a puppy who 
is being trained by our speaker Peter and his wife. 
 
The March meeting took the form of Lent Reflections, led by Jenny. She 
had prepared five short bible readings and then produced five different 
crosses to illustrate her thoughts on each of the readings that led us from 
Palm Sunday through to the Resurrection and beyond. We also held a cake 
sale on Mothering Sunday in aid of MU overseas projects. 
 
We have just welcomed three new members to our continually-growing 
group. Why not give us a try? The speaker at our meeting in April will be 
Sandra Birdsall with a talk entitled ‘The Road to Ordination’.  
 
We would be delighted if you would like to join us at any of our meetings, 
which take place on the second Monday of the month, 2pm at Christ 
Church. For further information, please contact Diane Page (2084 2176), 
myself (2084 3582) or any member. 
 
Nicky Webber    
Branch Leader 
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Governing Body members were clear that whatever action is taken should 
be pastorally sensitive to different shades of opinion and experience. 
 

Consultation is now open to all members of the Church in Wales.  The issue 
will be considered again by the Bishops and the Governing Body when this 
consultation has taken place – approximately one year on from the previous 
Governing Body discussion.    
 
Popping the Question 
The Doctrinal Commission considered three options: 
 

1 Maintain that the union of one man and one woman is the only 
definition of marriage recognised by the Church in Wales, and make no 
liturgical provision for recognising same-sex relationships.  
The Doctrinal Commission said about this option: ‘Many types of 
relationship can help us develop in virtue. What makes marriage different 
and unique is that it brings together a woman and a man in a potentially 
procreative, publicly-acknowledged union which is lifelong and exclusive.’ 
 
2 Make provision for the blessing of same-sex relationships (ie civil 
partnerships or state-recognised marriages), but not carry out same-sex 
weddings.  
The Doctrinal Commission said about this option: ‘A blessing is not the 
same as a marriage. A blessing is a theological response to a monogamous, 
committed relationship. It is also understood as a sign of the unity-in-
difference of the Trinity. It is on this basis that a marriage is blessed by 
the Church: such relationships are signs of God’s faithful union with the 
created order.’ 
 
3 Conduct marriages for same-sex couples.  
The Doctrinal Commission said about this option: ‘To continue to follow 
the Spirit on this faithful path with regard to marriage is to affirm that a 
good marriage evidently bears the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5. 22-23). This is 
marriage in the light of the Spirit rather than the flesh, and its fruit are 
not confined to only one form of sexual partnership.’ 

 

We are being invited at a diocesan level to make our views known to the 
bishops and the Governing Body- the three questions/options will be 
discussed and voted on at our Deanery Conference in April and at the 
Diocesan Conference in May. This will then be reported to the Governing 
Body where a further discussion and decisive vote will be taken. 
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From the parish registers 

 
Holy Baptism 

 

Tomi Aldford 
Emily Curness 
Neil Curness 
Mabli Darch 

Menna Rose Davies 
Emyr Jones 

Ben Fancourt 
Rhian Williams 
Robert Williams 

 

Born of water and of the spirit 

 
 

Confirmation 
 

Cheryl Bass 
Valerie Edie 

 

Richard Freter 
Elizabeth Gill 
Lisa Merfyn 

Rhian Williams 
Robert Williams 

 

Come, Holy Spirit 

 

   Joined in Holy Matrimony 
 
 
 

Sam McManus and Bethan Williams 
 

      Joined together as one 

 
The faithful departed 

 

Susan Ablett 
Trudie Borley 

Malcolm Bridgeman 
Olga Collis 
Cliff Davies 
Jane Dove 

Harold Johnston 
Leslie Potter 

 
May they rest in peace 
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Speaking of Faith 

An A to Z explaining the meaning of  

some of the words used in church 

Incumbent 
The general name given to the minister of a benefice, charged with the 
cure of souls in a parish. Hence the old title ‘curate’ – now used only for 
someone who is an ‘assistant curate’, someone under the supervision of a 
training incumbent. He/she may be called vicar or rector- there is no 
difference in status now, although there was in the past. 
 
Intercessions 
The root of the word is intercede which means to plead or ask on 
someone's behalf. The term intercessions is used for a selection of prayers 
which remember the needs of and intercedes for others. They are often 
made by lay people and are a valuable way of involving them in the 
liturgy. They are an important way of showing the relevance of the 
Christian faith to everyday life. 
 
Interregnum 
The time between the departure of the current parish priest and the 
arrival of a new incumbent. During this period, the Church Wardens share 
the overall responsibility for the parish and its worship activities with the 
Area Dean.  

Living Faith: new module 
 

The Living Faith course begins a new module: Reshaping the Church. 
We'll be looking at different kinds of church structure, both buildings and 
congregational life, and possibilities for the Church of the future. There 
will be 10 sessions starting at 7:30 on Wednesday 6th May, upstairs at 
Christ Church. Contact the Rector for further details.  
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Easter Eve 4th April 
8pm Service of Light 
Radyr Methodist Church 
 
 

Easter Sunday 5th April 
8am   Holy Eucharist  
Christ Church 
 

9:15am  Holy Eucharist   
St John 
 

11am Holy Eucharist  
Christ Church 
 

6pm  Holy Eucharist  
Christ Church 

Holy Week and 
Easter services 
 
Monday 29th March  
7:30pm  Evening service & Address  
St John’s Church 
 
 

Tuesday 31st March  
7:30pm  Evening service & Address   
St David’s Church, Groesfaen 
 

 
Wednesday 1st April  
9:30am  Holy Eucharist    
Christ Church      
 

7:30pm  Evening service & Address  
St Michael’s Church, Tongwynlais 

 
 

Maundy Thursday 2nd April  
9:30am   Holy Eucharist   
St John 
 

7:30pm  Holy Eucharist   
Christ Church 
 

8pm-10pm Vigil     
St John 
 
 

Good Friday 3rd April 
10am  All-age worship   
Christ Church  
 

2pm  At the foot of the Cross  
Christ Church 
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From the archives 
The following is an extract from the parish leaflet of March 1963 

 

FORCE OF HABIT 
 

Up to a few years ago there were all sorts of donkeys on the beaches to 
give rides to children at 6d a time.  And some still linger.  But they have 
one thing in common.  When they had done their usual one hundred 
yards, they turned back by force of habit.   
 

What a remarkable thing habit is!  Not only in donkeys, but also in us all.  
We do a thing once, we do it the same way again.  We all tend to form 
habits, good, bad and indifferent.  And habit is important to life.  As 
Proverbs 22, 6 says:  Train up a child in the way he should go:  and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it. 
 

So it is doubly important to form the right habits.  There is the prayer 
habit.  It is good to pray every day.  We need, too, to have regular times 
and places for prayer, to say grace at meals, to start and end a day 
acknowledging God in all our ways.  Christ prayed every day.  If He 
needed it, how much more do we! 
 

PAROCHIAL NOTES 
 

Notice has been received from the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government to the effect that Radyr Parish Church has been included in 
the list of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historical Interest.   
 

Christine Norman and Priscilla Newton were confirmed by the Bishop of 
Worcester in the Priory, Malvern on February 16th. 
 

THE RECENT INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

Because of the inclement weather experienced during the last month, our 
Congregations inevitably declined.  The terrible weather conditions made 
everything very difficult.  It is to be hoped now we shall begin to recover 
our normal sized Congregations and that we shall reach the beginning of 
Lent with our Churches reasonably full again. 
 

We must take this opportunity to express our gratitude to all those who 
cheerfully answer the challenge of the frozen weeks. This includes the 
men who brought our milk and newspapers to our doors, the road workers 
who toiled in the bitter winds for the sake of our safety and railwaymen 
who took risks day and night to keep the trains running.  To all these 
people a big thank-you. 

THE MONTH'S BIRTHDAYS 
March 1st Mildred Holbrook; 3rd David Hiett; 5th Jean Forster;  

6th Elizabeth Hale; 17th Michael Jordan; 24th David Sadler. 
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Solution to the crossword in the last edition.  

 

Dates for your diary  
 

6th April Easter Family Fun, Christ Church 10.30am 

12th April  Parish AGM, Christ Church 7pm 

21st April Deanery Conference, Church of the Resurrection, Ely 7pm 

6th May Living Faith Course starts, Christ Church, 7.30pm 

14th May Ascension Day: Holy Eucharist St John 11am,  

  Christ Church 7pm 

24th May Pentecost: Confirmation at Church of the Resurrection, Ely  
  6pm 

4th July Family Fun Day, Christ Church, 11am-2pm 

 

Parish News subscriptions 
 

If you have enjoyed reading this magazine, why not take out an annual 
subscription?  Receive four copies a year, delivered to your home if you 
wish, for only £2.50! 
 

Speak to Malcolm May at St John’s, or Alun & Deb Redwood-Knight at 
Christ Church (contact details on opposite page). 
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The Rector writes: 

 
 
My dear friends 

 
Do you know the little adage about which way the clocks go when we 
change the hour? ‘Spring forward, fall back’. Well, we are certainly into 
‘spring forward’ mode at the moment.  
 
There are lots of opportunities to deepen our faith—for example, learning 
how we can ‘Reshape the Church’ in the next Living Faith module. Or a 
chance to learn about the elements of a church service, and how we can 
play our part in sharing and leading worship - that’s the deanery’s 
Worship Leaders course. 
 
Then there is the chance to explore one of the big issues facing the 
Church. At parish, deanery and diocesan level, we’ll be talking about 
same-sex partnerships and how the Church in Wales should respond. It 
will give us a great opportunity to look again at our theology of marriage, 
and the way we offer pastoral care. 
 
Then there are the special events: we have both the AGM/Easter Vestry 
where we’ll appoint wardens and the PCC, and the Confirmation service 
to look forward to. And if thinking, planning and celebrating is not 
enough, there’s also the business of decorating the interior of the two 
church buildings, starting with St John’s, we hope, early in the summer. 
 
The point is that we can’t stand still, either as individuals or as a Church: 
that’s to stagnate. So please join us in our moving forward this Spring in 

as many ways as you can. 

 

Jenny Wigley 
Rector 
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The Parish of Radyr  
www.parish.radyr.org.uk 
Registered Charity  No. 1132144  

   

The Reverend Canon Jenny Wigley (Rector) 
The Rectory, Rectory Close, Radyr CF15 8EW  

2084 2417 rector@radyr.org.uk 
 

  Lay reader     Lay minister for home communion 
  Norman Clewer  2031 3373 Keena Baskerville   2056 9246 
 

Churchwardens 
  John Kiff   07710 172685   John.kiff@btinternet.com 
  Lorraine Rees   2055 4354       LSrees@btinternet.com  
    

Subwardens for Christ Church 
Rubina Davison 2084 3442 

Cathy Sloan 2084 2610 
 

Subwardens for St John’s Church 
  Mike Gill  2055 3209    

 Pauline Parry  2021 9214   
    
 

Sunday and mid-week services 
 

Christ Church, Radyr  
 

 Sunday 8.00am  Holy Eucharist  
 

  11.00am  Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 
 

  6.00pm   Evening Prayer and Sermon  
    (fourth Sunday of the month Eucharist,  
    fifth Sunday of the month at St John’s) 
 

 Wednesday 9.30am  Holy Eucharist  

 
St John the Baptist, Danescourt 

 

 Sunday  9.15am  Holy Eucharist and Sunday School 
    (Family Eucharist first Sunday of the  
    month) 

  6.00pm  Seven Sacred Spaces worship 
    (Fifth Sunday of the month) 
 

 Thursday 11.00am Holy Eucharist  
  

 
Arrangements may be made with the Rector for baptisms,  

weddings and the publication of banns of marriage.  
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Parish activities 
 

   

 Sunday 9.15am  Sunday School, St John’s Church  
     Anne Jones     2055 4749 
   11.00am Sunday School, Christ Church  
     Julie Davies    2084 2923             
   6.00pm Whatever!  Christ Church  
     (first Sunday of month, term time) 

     Rector    2084 2417  
 

 Monday 2.00pm  Mothers’ Union, New School Rooms 
     (second Monday of month) 

     Nicky Webber   2084 3582 
     
 Tuesday 2.00pm Evergreens, Parish Hall    
     Doreen Thomas     2055 5634 
 
 Wednesday 10.00am  Parent & Toddler Group, Parish Hall  
            (term-time) Donna Wilson  07703 179090  
  
 

 Thursday 10.00am  Parent & Toddler Group, Parish Hall  
   (term-time) Donna Wilson  07703 179090    
   6.00pm Choir Practice, Christ Church    
     Pat Jones    2084 2813 
   7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice, Christ Church   
     Trevor Lewis   2033 9449 

 
Other useful contacts 

 

 PCC Secretary  Chris Dale   2084 4464    
 PCC Treasurer   Peter Umbleja   2084 3279  
 Building Committee  Derek Bateman  2084 2339                
 Gift Aid Secretary  Mike Birdsall   2084 2089    
 Safeguarding Officer  James Homer-Boyd  2084 3335 
            

 Parish News Editor  Lorraine Rees   2055 4354   
     LSrees@btinternet.com 
 
 Parish News Distribution Secretaries  
 Christ Church  Alun & Deb Redwood-Knight  2055 1195 
 St John’s Church     Malcolm May   2055 2352 
 

 Hall booking secretaries 

 New Schoolrooms, Radyr Nicky Webber    2084 3582 
     nsrbookings@radyr.org.uk       
 Parish Hall, Danescourt Mike Gill   2055 3209 
      mike.gill1@ntlworld.com 
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Across 
 

1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  
4 The disciple who made the remark 
in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  
8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — 
hands, I will not believe it’ (John 
20:25) (2,3)  
9  He urged King Jehoiakim not to 
burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s 
message (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  
10 Baptist minister and controversial 
founder of America’s Moral Majority, 
Jerry — (7)  
11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I 
be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  
12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  
17 Port from which Paul sailed on his 
last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) 
(5) 
19 ‘Moses was not aware that his 
face was — because he had spoken 
with the Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7) 
 

The Bible version used is the NIV.  Answers will be published in the next edition.   

 
21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s 
half-man, half-horse (7) 
22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 
23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; 
so he was added to the — 
apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 
24 ‘I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in — 
and you came to visit 
me’(Matthew 25:36) (6) 
 
 

 
Down 
1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 
141:6) (6)   
2 Academic (1 Corinthians 

1:20) (7) 
3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
5 For example, the Crusades 
(4,3) 
6  11 Across is certainly this (5)  
7 He reps (anag.) (6)  
9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 
13 Man who asked the question in 
11 Across was in charge of all her 
treasury (Acts 8:27)  (7) 
14 They must be ‘worthy of 
respect, sincere, not indulging in 
much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  
15 The human mind or soul (6)  
16  O Lord, while precious 
children starve, the tools of war 
increase; their bread is—.
(Graham Kendrick) (6) 
18 ‘We played the flute for you, 
and you did not — ’ (Matthew 
11:17) (5)  
20 Bared (anag.) (5) 
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